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HE varied announcements of good advertisers 

are the means by which you are informed of 
ways in which your varied needs may be met. Are 
you making good use of the information ? 




















His Sufficiency 
By Carl W. Hiser 


2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians 4: 19 
HE low’ring clouds hang in the sky, 
The storm howls icily and shrill; 
But though the waves ride wild and high, 
My sheltering Rock is higher still. 


I struggle not with flesh and blood, 
But powers and principalities ; 
. And though I could not win the fight, 
My Lord for me can conquer these. 


He who can lull to sleep a wave, 
Or walk upon a glassy sea, 

Or wrest obedience from the grave, 
Will be enough to win for me. 


mm . 


The Honey “Crop” 


Among bumper crops this year is the honey crop. 
Commenting on some of the material things for which 
the people of the United States might well be grate- 
ful, a Thanksgiving Day speaker stated that the honey 
crop was large enough this year to supply three 
pounds of honey to each individual in the United 
States; and there are more than 100,000,000 people in 
our country. “Everybody may now sweeten up!” 
this speaker said. The- Bible compares itself to 
honey and the honeycomb. “The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to 
be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” 
(Psa. 19:9, 10). “How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” 
(Psa. 119:103.) The figures are not at hand to 
show just how many Bibles and Testaments have been 
circulated in our country during the past year. In 
all probability this other honey crop in America is a 
large one, too, for a number of agencies, such as the 
American Bible Society, the New York Bible Society, 
the Scripture Gift Mission, and the Pocket Testament 
League have been active in disseminating the Scrip- 
tures. But however great may have been the spread 
of the Word of God in our own country, certainly 
there is a shortage in this honey crop in the world at 
large. The Sunday School Times has already pointed 
out. that the: earthquake in Japan destroyed almost 
all the available Scriptures for Japan, Philippine 
Islands, Siam, and parts of China. The demand for 
the Bible in the great spiritual awakening in Russia 
and Central. Europe is far greater than the supply. 
The spirit of lawlessness and the high tide of the 








crime wave in the United ‘States tell us that the Word 
of God is not having free course and being glorified. 
That Bock is the only honey that can “sweeten up” 


the world. 
x . 
Circumstances Keep Out! 


Circumstances are the things that “stand round 
about” us. Christ is within us—if we have received 
him as Saviour. The very word “circumstances” 
shows that they have no right to get within. “Greater 
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 
Circumstances may be a longer word than Christ, but 
Christ is greater! An enthusiastic, Spirit-filled mis- 
sionary in South America writes home: “I haven't 
much use for that kind of Christianity that rises or 
falls with the circumstances. Christ has full charge 
in my life, and circumstances must keep on the out- 
side. They are dangerous when they get on the in- 
side. . . , The way some Christians live you would 
think that God’s supply of grace was running short 
and that he had to deal it out to his needy, needy 
children in small quantities, I have got my order 
in for large quantities. It seems to take a lot to 
do for me. ... I had a ‘look in’ this. morning and 
saw abundance of grace for every need. I tell you, 
a fellow’s heart feels good when he knows all heaven 
is behind him.” The Christ who has wrought this 
miracle of joy and peace in this missionary’s life is 
your Christ. No circumstances can stand before 
him, “for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 


that call_upon him, ‘ 
, 


Ultra-Modernism 


When foundations go, any part of the super- 
structure can go, too,—and will go, sooner ‘or later. 
The Modernist within the professing Christian church 
does not see this. But history, cbmmon sense, and 
the Word of God declare it. A startling illustration 
of the degeneracy of to-day appears in a news dis- 
patch recently published in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, describing a Sunday service in New York 
City: “Dedicated to the religion of rhythm, the 
Church of the Artists came into being to-day amid 


the colorful surroundings of a studio in Carnegie 
Hall. Ultra-modern dance movements accompanied 
the reading of the Twenty-third Psalm by John Bov- 
ington, psychologist and musician, who led the serv- 
ices, and who said his interpretation was inspired by 
the rhythmic mood. Music suggestive of the beat of 
a tom-tom was played, and the shoulders of the lis- 
teners swayed to the rhythm of cadenced words as 
a woman member of the congregation read a sonnet 
to the sun.” Christian ministers’ and laymen who 
are welcoming Modernism in just a moderate de- 
gree, in their own beliefs and teachings, will of course 
indignantly deny that their “revision” or “re-interpre- 
tation” of the old faith has any connection whatsoever 
with an outrageous and.i.:tolerable occurrence of this 
sort. But the connection is inevitable. The New 
Testament predicts and warns against those “holding 
a form of godliness, but having denied the power 
thereof,” who “take captive silly women laden with 
sins, led away by divers lusts, ever learning, and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 


x 
Giving Up, or Getting ? 


Does God ask us to give or to get? Both, it is 
true; but which in the greater degree? Some people 
mistakenly have the idea that God is forever calling 
upon us to give to him, and that that is the largest 
part of the Christian life. Such a view is sadly mis- 
taken. God one time called a man, named Abram, to 
give up his homeland, his friends, and even his fam- 
ily circle, for what? Some one has well said: “Not 
only is Abram called out, but he is led in. It is 
essential for us to realize that God always leads us 
into more than he calls us out from; that what we 
are to find- will always be greater than what we 
have ever left; that our gain will always be more 
than our loss.” And when we look at our apparent 
“loss” after receiving God’s “gain” we shall always 
see that our “loss” was not loss at all, —that is, un- 
less one would call the permanent loss of ill health 
in order to be permanently well a loss. The normal 
Christian life is a moment by moment experience of 
receiving unspeakably rich and ever richer gains and 
blessings from God, 


“If We Neglect ” 


** How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation ?”’ (Heb. 2 : 3.) 


Niagara River upon a cake of ice. An eagle soar- 

ing above the river spied it and dropped down 
upon it. He sat there leisurely devouring his easy 
prey. The swift current began bearing him rap- 
idly downward to the fall. ut was he not safe? 
Could he not leap in a-moment into mid-air from 
his dangerous post? Could he not stretch his great 
pinions and floaf off into safety at the very brink of 
the awful cataract? Had he not done that a thous- 
and times before in his bird experience? So he 
floated on. But by and ‘by came the thundering roar 
of the great cataract. The cloud of white mist that 
marked the fatal brink of the fall was towering al- 
most above him. It was time to leave. So he 
stretched out his great wings for flight. But he 
could not rise. Unnoted by him his talons, sunken in 
the ice, and the flesh of his prey, had frozen hard 
and fast in the bitter winter. day, and his fate was 
sealed. He flapped his great wings. He struggled 


Ox winter day a carcass was. floating down the 





The writer of this article, Mr. James H. McConkey, one 
of the clearest Bible teachers of our day, in sending it 
to The Sunday School Times states that it is the first 
message to the unsaved that he had been led to write in 
several years. Mr. McConkey is the author of a number of 
booklets and leaflets, among others, “The Threefold Seeret 
of the -Holy Spirit,” “Prayer,” “The Surrendered Life,” 
“The End of the Age,” “The Book of Revelation,” “The 
God-Planned Life,” “Prayer and Healing.” Any of his writ- 
ings, including this message, may be had free by address- 
ing the Silver Publishing Company, 1013 Bessemer Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa.; the work is supported by free-will 
offerings. 


with all the power of muscle and sinew. But all in 
vain. In a few moments he was swept over into 
the abyss to his death. He had delayed too long. 

Suppose you are on top of a burning building. 
The flames have cut off every avenue of descent. 
A ladder is hastily run up by the firemen. It is your 
last and only hope of rescue from an awful death. 
How will you escape — if you neglect it? 

So is it with the salvation of-your immortal soul. 
It is in instant and unceasing jeopardy of eternal 
death. God offers his Son Jesus Christ as your es- 
cape. It is a gteat salvation wrought out from the 
great heart of God himself with tears, love, and 
agony unspeakable. It is your ladder in the burning 
building; it is the rope in an awful storm; it is the 
antidote to the deadly poison of sin. How will you 
escape— if you neglect? Let us note some of the 
perils of this neglect. First — 


~ * * * 


You are trampling upon golden opportunities 


A Scotch botanist sallied forth to the hills one 
bright day to study his favorite flowers. Presently 
he plucked a heather bell and put it upon the glass of 
his miscroscope. He stretched himself at length upon 
the ground and began to scrutinize it through the mi- 
croscope. Moment after moment passed and still he 
lay there gazing, entranced by the beauty of the lit- 
tle flower. Suddenly a shadow fell upon the ground 
where he lay. Looking up he saw a tall, weather- 
beaten shepherd gazing down with a smile of half- 
concealed amusement at a man spending his time look- 
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ing through a glass at so common a thing as a heather 
bell. Without’ s word the botanist reached up and 
handed the shepherd the microscope. He placed it to 
his eye and began to gaze. When he handed back 
the glass the botanist noticed that the tears were 
streaming down his -bronzed cheeks and falling on 
the ground at his feet. “What's the matter,” said the 
botanist. “Isn’t it beautiful?” “Beautiful?” said 
the shepherd, “it is beautiful beyond all words. But I 
am thinking of how many thousands of them I have 
trodden under foot!” = 

Have you ever thought how many opportunities to 
accept Christ you have trodden under foot in your 
lifetime? God’s opportunity is now. “Now is the 
accepted time.” -He has no other. It only takes one 
short minute of time to make one of God’s “nows” of 
opportunity. So you have sixty nows every hour 
of your life, Opportunity, with her millions of nows, 
will be against you in that last great assize! I fancy 
I hear her voice on the witness stand. “A thousand 
times a day I came to him. I was with him in the 
tender hours and infiuences of youth. I came to him 
in the pleadings of his sainted mother. I drew near 
him in the hours of bereavement and sorrow. 
spoke to. him in the tender. solicitations of devoted 
friends. I touched him in the prayers and pleadings 
of his dearest ones, I sounded = Bat csery hun- 
dreds of times from the pulpit. I whispered to him 
in the ‘night watches as he lay in the silence of 
his own thoughts and the convictions of his 
own accusing conscience, Yet for all these years has 
he unceatingly trodden me under foot.” 

Unsaved friend, there are souls in the awful place 
of the lost who would give a million worlds for just 
one more of the precious nows you are treading under 


foot. 
* . . * 


You are hardening your heart 





I remember a man in my childhood who was the 
object of our boyish hero-worship. He was the finest 
shot in the community. A splendid specimen of phys- 
ical manhood, he towered head and shoulders above 
his fellows, and was known and admired in the entire 
néighborhood. But he was not a Christian. One 
night he sat in a meeting where the power of the 
Spirit of God was consciously and graciously pres- 
ent. He was approached by loving friends and im- 
portuned to’ make his decision for Christ. There was 
every évidence that he was. ‘deeply moved and con- 
victed by the message and the atmosphere of the hour. 
But she steadfastly’ refused to make any decision and 
at last. drose ‘and ‘left the meeting. Years afterward 
while: walking the street he was stricken with dread 
apoplexy; staggered, fell to his knees and thence 
prone to the pavement in the agonies of sudden death, 
still an unsaved man. Back of the tragedy of it all 
was this sobering fact. Before his death he had told 
some one that never since the memorable night. in 
the meeting when he had decided against Christ fad 
he ever had the slightest inclination or conviction 
toward accepting him as the Saviour of his soul. He 
had neglected too long, and he bore to the hour of 
his death a heart which had grown utterly hardenea 
to all the appeals of the Spirit of God. 

Continuous resistance to the Gospel of Christ stead- 
ily ‘hardens the heart against it. Whether the appeal 
is to: the conscience, the emotions, or the judgment the 
result is the same, The voice of appeal becomes like 
the voice of one that mocks. Delay becomes a dis- 
ease, Once it was only functional; now it is organic 
and malignant. There is only one remedy. It is to 
break the hartlened heart-crust by a definite accept- 
ance of Jesus Christ, whose blood alone can make 
atonement for the soul and bring peace to the heart, 
and whose resurrection life alone can fill your life 
with the precious fruitage of the Spirit, and with 
power to love, to suffer, and to serve. 


“ * * «* 
You are drifting away from Christ 


I sat one day by the faraway shores of the Great 
Lakes listening to a tragic story from the lips of a 
white-haired fisherman, -Years before, he said, when 
the village was but a hamlet the mail was carried 
from the distant: shore of the bay to the fishing. vil- 
lage by an Indian and his son-in-law. One bitter day 
in mid-winter they. set out from the south shore for 
the long trip across the great lake. All day they 
traveled on the ice, skirting the frozen shore of the 
bay. As night came on they pitched their tent and 
went ashore for firewood. Gathering what they 
needed they started back from the mainland toward 
camp. . Just as they stepped upon the ice°it broke 
loose from its mooring and began .to drift out from 
the shore, The boy, quick-witted and alert, imme- 
diately dropped his bundle of wood and leaped ashore 
across the crevice in the ice, The father-in-law hesi- 
tated for a moment, and in that moment the gap 
widened too much to overleap. He paused in hesi- 
tation and uncertainty, for the waters were black 
and forbidding in their deadly chill. The boy shouted 
to the older man to leap in and swim ashore, as that 
was his only chance for life. But the man still de- 





~ ice-floe out into the darkness. 


ness, and death? 
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layed. Then the lad. began to cry out in earnest 
entreaty for the father-in-law to leap, as it was his 
only chance to be saved from a dreadful death. “But 
the older man seemed paralyzed with fear and in- 
decision. He began to call out farewell messages for 
his wife and children across the watery waste now 
rapidly widening as the wind kept drifting the great 
The last the boy saw 
of him he wag standing with outstretched hands drift- 
ing to death in the bitter cold and darkness of the 
night. He was never heard from again. .He per- 


_ ished a victim of deadly indecision. 


Is your heart comscious of this awful sense of 
aloofness from Christ? Do you seem to yourself to 
have drifted out into a weary waste of distance, dark- 
Then remember the lonely figure 
drifting to his fate on the great ice-floe. Remember, 
too, that the one thing which would have saved him 
will save you. That one thing is decision no longer to 
neglect this so great salvation. 


* * * . 


There will come a time when i will be too late 


A lady who was one of. the survivors of the Titanic 
disaster drew a ‘graphic picture of the end of that 
awful tragedy. As the great ship reared herself in the 
air about to take her last plunge into the deep, scores 
of dark figures could be seen falling from the decks into 
the icy waters. For a few terrible moments after she 
had taken her plunge a wail of despair rose from the 
lips of those drowning men and women. One by one 
the cries ceased until at last there was but one voice 
heard calling in the night over the watery waste. It 
was the voice of a man. In unspeakable agony of 
soul he was crying out, “My God; my God!” Fainter 
and fainter grew this last wailing cry of a departing 
soul, and then too that ceased, and all was still as 
death. Often have I tried to picture what must have 
gone through the mind of that iast man struggling 
in the darkness against a certain doom. Perhaps the 
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sweet sound of the village church bell floated to him 
in the darkness, he realized the many moments 
he had let the Gospel call pass by onhaaded. Perhaps 
the tremulous voice-of a mother’s prayer, as he bowed 
a thoughtless boy at her knees, now rose up from 
the depths of memory and he saw what God had 
meant him to be in all his wasted life, Perhaps in the 
blackness of that awful night he felt again the lov- 
ing touch of his boyhood’s dearest friend upon his 
shoulder, as a voicé said, “My boy, why don’t you 
decide for Christ?” Perhaps some old Scripture 
text he had scoffed at and spurned seemed blazoned 
across. the starlit sky above him—‘“How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation?” But now 
it was too late. 

Every man is drifting swiftly toward that inevit- 
able moment when the curtain of life drops; when 
the drama ends; when the scene shifts from the 
follies of time to the tremendous realities of eter- 
nity. When that last crisis-moment comes it may be 
too late to get right with. the God with whom you have 
trifled all these passing years. When the wild crash.. 
comes in the railroad collision, and you are pinned 
fast under the grinding, crushing w it is 
too late. When the great ship is staggering and -reel- 
ing from the deadly wound in her side, and is set- 
tling down in the sea for her last awful plunge into 
the abyss of an ocean grave— it is too late. When 
the last agonizing pang is shooting like a knife through 
your heart, and you catch your breath, throw-up your 
hands, gasp, and fall —it is too late. When the steel 
fetters of paralysis bind you hand and foot, and all 
your dazed, beclouded brain can grasp is the low sobs: 
of loved ones. who gather about your bed in the 
agony of parting — it is too late. . 

The golden bowl is broken; the- silver thread is 
loosed; the mourners go about the streets; and once 
more has been enacted the solemn tragedy of a humatr 
soul lost through all eternity because it would not 
break the fatal spell of indecision. ' 


“How shall we escape IF WE NEGLECT?” 





God and Saved Sinners 


Will you please answer in “Notes on Open Letters” - 
the following questions: ~ 


1. Was God in any sense under obligation to provide 
redemption for fallen man? , 

2. What is God’s primary purpose'in saving a sinner? 

3. Is the expression “saved to serve” Scriptural? 

4. As to the subject of Christian testimony: Could 
a minister of the Gospel attend a first class, purely 
educational moving picture show (as; for instance, the 
Lyman Howe industrial pictures) without clouding his 
testimony for the Lord Jesus?—An Ohio Reader. 


1, God’s Word ‘nowhere tells us that God: ‘was 
“under obligation to provide redemption for fallen 
man.” Such redemption comes by God’s grace; and 
the very meaning of grace is “undeserved kindness.” 
The’ whole great revelation of the Gospel of God’s 
grace running throughout the Bible indicates that it 
was just the opposite of-“obligaticn.” Peter had a 
keen sense of this when he wrote the God-breathed 
words, “Blessed be the God and. Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us agair unto a lively hope by the res- 
re of Jesus Christ from the deagl” (1 Peter 
523). 

2. At least one purpose that God had in saving the 
sinner is declared in his own wonderful Word, that 
“God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Crist (by grace 
ye are saved), and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 
us through Christ Jesus” (Eph, 2: 4-7). 


3. From the Scripture:just quoted i is evident that 
“service” is not the ‘primary purpose of God in sav- 
ing the sinner. But other Scriptures make it plain 
that service is one result that God intends from the 
salvation of every sinner. Thus we read: “How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eter- 
nal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from. dead works to serve the liv- 
ing: God?” . (Heb. 9:14.). And Paul’s word to the 
Thessalonian Christians is God’s word to all saints: 
“Ye turned to.God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from Heaven, whom 
he. raised from the dead, even Jesus, which deliv- 
ered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thess. 1:9, 10). 
Here it. is. interesting to note the close connection be- 
tween active Christian service and waiting for the 
second coming of Christ. _Those who do not see the 
precious Scriptural promise of our Lord’s imminent 





return to establish his kingdom on earth, often, mis- > 
takenly charge with inactivity those who “wait for 
his Son from.heaven.” But it is a fact of the his- . 
tory of Christianity and of present-day experience that 
interest in the “blessed hope” incites us to.all the 
more zealous service while “waiting.” 


4. There is no moral difference between pictures 
that move and pictures that stand still. For example, 
if it is proper for a Christian minister to look at 
lantern slide photographs of the modern city of Je- 
rusalem, it is, per se, equally proper for him to look 
at motion pictures takén in the streets of the city 
of Jerusalem,—provided these pictures are Simply 
photographs of natural life, and not-produced by pro- 
fessional actors and -actresses. ‘The Suriday School 
Times believes that there is a distinct line, and an 
important one, between motion pictures’ of natural 
life, and dramatic or theatrical. motion pictures. It 
believes that Christians cannot wisely and safely ap- 
prove by their presence of the dramatic profession 
as such, whether on the stage or on the motion pic- 
ture screen. But travel and educational motion pic- 
tures, into which the dramatic profession does not 
enter, are in the same class as any other legitimate 
pictures, and such “travelogues” as those of well- 
known lecturers such as Burton Holmes, Lyman. 
Howe, Newman, and others are filling a real place.‘ 
in legitimate educational work. 

The whole question of motion pictures in its vari- 
ous problems and applications is discussed. in a pam- 
phiet published by The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, entitled “Shall the Church Use. Motion Pic- 
tures?” After a full_discussion of the question, and 
a frank statement of reasons why most of the use 
made of motion pictures by churches to-day is un- 
healthy and harmful, the following four principles 
are suggested: 


1. Dramatic motion pictures, produced by professional 
actors and actresses, to be barred from use by the church 
under all circumstances. 

2,.Natural life motion pictures, in.which the theatrical 
profession has no part, may have a legitimate place in the 
work of the church, whether in the religious field for 
use on the Lord’s day, or in secular fields for week-day 
use: 

3. All Sunday use of motion pictures by the church to be 
limited exclusively to religious subjects and scenes. 

4. Secular subjects in natural fields, never theatrical, 
may legitimately be considered in the social or educational 
lines of church work, for week-day use. 


(This pamphlet, “Shall the Church Use Motion 
Pictures?” may, be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut> Street, Philadelphia, 
at 50 cents a dozen copies, $4 a hundred, or 5 cents 
each, postpaid.) 
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Review: Christ for the World 








The Christian’s Care of His Body 


. Are you guilty of the sins of over-eating 
and insufficient exercise ? 


By Thomas A. Miller, M.D. 





Readiitte dnctie Ped ented “aii Ghasim © hee begun to ‘‘walk’’ in the path of Christian 


duty, but who became ‘enemies of the cross of Christ,’” 


3:18,19). Their ‘‘end is destruction, ’’ 


Saige, esos, making 
coh ual or anaeee dha oe 
same“tdolatry is clear from this study by this Christian physician. 


their belly their God (Phil. 
The best part of Dr. Miller’s study is yet to 


come, in next week’s installmeni, in which he warns against the sins of insufficient rest, worry, and excessive activity. 


radical importance, and deplorably common ne-. 


Ts Christian’s care of his body is a matter of 


lect. 

The body serves as the encasement of the soul; the 
soul which animates the body is, so to speak, a spring 
enclosed, a fountain sealed, dependent as it is for ave- 
nues of outlet and expression upon the functional 
activity of the physical body. Now, it is the failure 
adequately to appreciate both poles of this simple 
truth of man’s dual nature, 7. ¢., that he is both body 
and soul, which paves the way for many of the de- 
plorable “nervous breakdowns” in active life and gives 
a reason for an article such as this for lay readers, 

The motive for the Christian in the cultivation of 
the body is that as the vehicle of the soul it may be 
a more Y moe and responsive servant for the glory 
of the Master who inhabits it. ne 

Now, it is increasingly apparent to precin that 
too many active adults are prematurely giving way 
to the strain of middle life, and at a time when their 
powers ought to be.at their meridian. 

hen it is added that, in nearly every instance, such 
breakdowns need neyer have occurred and were pre- 
ventable, the tragedy of the situation appears. I do 
not know how else to eharacterize preventable break- 
down in active, earnest Christian workers save as a 
tragedy and a sin. This article, designed exclusively 
for the Christian reader, will deal only with that 
phase of the problem which peculiarly concerns him 
and the care of his body. It is the purpose to offer 
some very simple, practical suggestions to those al- 
ready active in the Master’s service, in the te that 
they may prove helpful in peace and prolonging 
their highest efficiency, and in avoiding those fre- 
quent mistakes which so commonly lead to nervous 
and physical fatigue and exhaustion, compelling the 


worker to relinquish his tools before his tasks: are 


finished. 

Because of inherent elasticity and resiliency, the 
body is capable, if not of unlimited at any rate of an 
incredible amount of work and output of Vital energy. 
It is never completely at rest “from the cradle to the 
grave.” It commonly receives insufficient and injudi- 
cious care; often improper nourishment, and both in- 
adequate exercise and rest. Yet so marvelous is the 
construction of. the human body that it is capable, de- 
spite such maltreatment or inadequate attention, of 
doing. work on the average for many years. Sooner 
or later, however, if the individual lives and continues 
such habits of neglect, a, day of reckoning arrives 
when the efficiency and serviceableness..of the body 
becomes impaired and less capable than formerly of 
the same quantity or quality of effort. This stage is 
usually- reached in the fifth decade of life; a period 
when the mental and physical powers of. the individ- 
ual should be at their best. ' 

The sensible and honest inquirer who detects in him- 
self a inning impairment of efficiency, and seeks 
to determine the cause, will find that he has been a 
spendthrift of his resources, a poor husbandman of 
his strength, nervous and physical, due to neglect or 
disregard of the simple elementary laws of health, 
efficiency, and happiness. He has not maintained in 
proper balance’ the physical and nervous, the body and 
the soul. 

Let us now consider some of the mistakes which are 
contributing factors in premature nervous and muscu- 
lar fatigue states of a functional nature, such as 
neurasthenia, psychasthenia, and various neuroses of 
like type. 

1. Overeating—Generally speaking, we all sin in 
the matter of our eating. We eat too much. We give 
entirely too much thought to our food,— its variety, 
quality, and preparation. The bane of good health is 
overfeeding. We overeat when we consume more 
than the body requires for the processes of repair and 
energy, or can_dispose of normally and without strain. 
More than such a quantity means excess or intemper- 
ance in.eating,—a gross sin against bodily and spir- 
itual health, strength, and efficiency. The Christian 
who does not keep the body with its appetite for food 
in subjection, makes an idol of the stomach. Drunk- 
enness seems so crass and bestial that it is looked upon 
with loathing and contempt and pity by people of re- 
finement and culture. Excess in eating, or gluttony, 
perhaps because the harmful effects are ‘neither so 
promptly nor obviously manifested, is regarded com- 
placently by family or friends as evidence merely of 
a “hearty appetite.’ But gluttony is more common 
and far more destructive in ultimate effect upon the 
body than is drunkenness. 

Physiologically, overeating does great harm. It 
overloads the body with fat, leading frequently to 


coeoke, throwing thereby strain on the vital organs; 
disinclines for active exercise; produces toxic waste 
materials which poison the nervous system, and, if 
long continued, induces disorders of metabolism and 
degenerative changes in the ee organs aud arteries. 
Overeating, very likely, is the chief factor in harden- 
ing of the artéries, which affects frequently the duration 
of life, and lowers the energy and efficiency of the 
body and brain. 

Overeating tends to shorten life for the individual. 
It has been said rather inelegantly that “we dig our 
graves with our mouths.” It certainly impairs a 
ical activity, dulls the mind, hurts the soul. It is, 
in a word, a great enemy of health, happiness, and 
energy. ; 

Being a sin aquians the body, it is necessarily a sin 
against the soul. An illustration of the effect of 
overeating upon the soul will no doubt be found in 
the experience of many. Who, in adult life, but has 
at times, particularly after a heavy meal, when he 
knew he had eaten too much, experienced a cloud be- 
tween the soul and Jesus’ face? The sense of com- 
munion and fellowship was impaired. The reason 
perhaps being that we had not been eating as we 
should with an eye single to the glory of God to 
whom the body belongs, but hurting His temple and 
offending against the laws of health. 

Public speakers frequently discover that if they 
eat lightly and sparingly before speaking the mind is 
more active and alert. This suggests that for the 
Christian the determination of his individual food re- 
quirement should be made a matter of prayer for 
the Holy Spirit's illumination and advice from a com- 
petent ao. Basally it is a spiritual problem; the 

rinciple involved being, “what amount of food will 

t promote the glory of God in the health and effi- 
ciency of this body?” We, may confidently count 
upon guidance if we thus seek it. It is improbable, 
moreover, that any other motive is influential enough 
to aid us practically or greatly in such a subtle mat- 
ter. 

The estimated average daily food requirement of a 
man at moderate work is approximately 3,000 calories. 
A man at sedentary work requires somewhat less, 
say about 2,400 calories. The factors, however, influ- 
encing the amount of food required vary with differ- 
ent individuals, season of the year, weight of cloth- 
ing, character of work — whether sedentary or active, 
—age, and others. Intellectual pursuits are usually 
associated with sedentary habits and require much less 
food than do manual pursuits, Children require rel- 
atively more food than adults. We require more in 
winter than summer, and less if heavily clothed than 
if lightly, ete. ; 

It is ‘difficult in an article such as this to state 
briefly. or dogmatically the amount of food the per- 
sonal requirement of the reader calls for. 

In addition to what has been suggested, reduce, - 
ticularly if you are past forty, the quantity of: food 
you habitually consume. You can reduce the amount 
by about one half if you masticate thoroughly. 

Eat only when hungry, following closely your ap- 
petite as guide. 

Do not eat when extremely fatigued, or under un- 
usual emotion. 

Eat a mixed diet, with abundance of milk: 

Avoid fads or faddism in matters of food. 

Eat what “agrees with you”; avoid whatever you 
have found by experience does not agree with you. 

If you have recurrent or persistent trouble with 


‘your digestion, consult a physician. 


In those past forty, the amount of meat or animal 
proteid in the diet: should certainly be reduced. Less 
is needed, probably two or three ounces daily would 
meet all requirements. Excess animal proteid tefds 
to putrefy in the colon through microbic action. The 
poisons are absorbed into the blood, affecting detri- 
mentally the nervous system, and throwing a heavier 
load upon the various organs such as heart, kidneys, 
pancreas, and liver. This means strain and ultimately 
tends to degenerations. 

Autointoxication in persons over forty means ex- 
cess of proteid material beyond the body require- 
taent and means they are overeating, generally. 

2. Insufficient Exgrcise—This is another mistake 
common to the middle-aged adult, and a contributing 
factor in nervous and physical incapacity. As we 
commonly eat too much, so we usually exercise too 
little. Excess food disinclines one for active. exercise. 
Exercise and deep breathing in the open air and sun- 
light stimulate metabolism, promote oxidation of food, 
assist the interchange of carbon dioxide and oxygen in 
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the lungs, improve the hemoglobin and maintain the 
tone of the muscular system, open the skin, and tran- 
quillize the mind. 

_ Exercise should not be violent, but it should be 
regular, systematic, .persistent, and, whenever possible, 
out of doors. One df the chief benefits from exercise 
is diversion of the mind from the usual channels into 
quite other channels and to extraneous objects. This 
is, for the nervously inclined, a remunerative art to 
cultivate. 

Walking, hill-climbing, golf, tennis, fishing, rowing, 
swimming, and the various gymnastic movements are 
all highly beneficial if done daily and systematically. . 

Vacations, like exercise, are an important factor in 
the preservation of efficiency under the modern con- 
ditions of excessive stress and strain in America. In 
taking exercises or vacations the Christian will be 
helped by the spiritual consideration that these atten- 
tions to the body will enable it the better to serve his * 
soul and brain. 


(Concluded in next week’s issue) 


——-—_-— 


eaching this Year’s Last Lesson — 
By Percy G. Parker 


This important letter to Sunday 

from one of Great B-itain’s Bible teachers, author of 

the Alliterated le Correspondence Course, and other 

Bible study helps. It is a message which Sunday- 

school teacher who takes The Sunday School Times may 
well take to heart. 














-school teachers comes 


My Dear SunpAy-ScHooL TEACHER: 


To Peter and John there came in their fisher 
days moments of intense keenness and joyous antici- 
pation. It was when they were face to face with the 
prospect of a good catch. 

An even greater keenness and joyous anticipation 
should be yours in connection with the teaching of 
this lesson. There is a magnificent prospect of a 
good catch, Your boys and girls may now be gath- 
ered in the Gospel net that is woven with the cords 
of love which never break. Think of the time. It 
is the last Sunday of the Old Year. An occasion 
when even children’s -hearts are more than usually 
serious. and. responsive... What an incentive there is 
for them to enter the New Year with a new Saviour! 
Then think of the subject, “Christ for the World.” 
How easily you can narrow the thought down toward 
the close-of the lesson and make a personal appeal to 
every boy and girl. Christ for John, Christ for Ar- 
thur, Christ for Mary, Christ for May. 

If your spiritual heart is not pulsating with the 
possibilities of this lesson, then pray! If you. are 
not eagerly looking forward to it as one of the best 
opportunities for bringing your boys and girls to 
Christ, then pray! Pray now about it, and ask God 
to make the closing lesson of the year the *lesson of 
all lessons to you and to your class, 

Consider — 


1. God’s Plan. “Christ for the World” is God’s 
plan. .More than that, it is God’s zealous plan. Ob- ' 
serve Isaiah 9:6, 7: “Of the increase of his gov- 
ernmént and peace there shall be no end ... the zeal 
of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.” The su- 
preme “passion for souls” homes in the heart of God. 
Ged is not simply an American God, not’ simply an 
English God—he is a world God. In every heart, 
in every nation, God is zealously seeking to crown 
Christ. And when at last the completed Church has 
rendered adoring submission to Christ,. and when, 
later, Israel does the same, and when, later still, the 
whole earth has crowned Christ Lord of all, it will 
be the achievement of the zeal of God. Why was 
God’s chosen nation, the vehicle of -his revelation, 
placed at the hub of the world? Why was the in- 
scription on the Cross written in the three great worid 
languages — Hebrew, Greek, Latin? Why were the 
disciples on the Day of Pentecost inspired to speak in 
the various languages of the world? Why was the 
settling-down earfy Church scattered abroad toward 
the four corners of the world? ‘Why was the greatest 
missionary apostle fixed for so many years at Rome, the 
world’s great commercial and military center? Simply 
because God planned that his Son should be known 
and crowned throughout the wide, wide world. 


2. Your Plan. My heart was pleasantly warmed 
one day. I was z@alously digging in the garden. Sud- 
denly two boyish faces peeped round the gateway, and 
one boyish voice, in evident eagerness asked, “Please, 
can we come in and help you?” They wanted to 
enter into my zealous plan. How it pleased me! Dear 
Teacher, have you entered into God’s zealous plan? 
Have you a world-wide heart? Is your motto, “The 
whole Christ, and the whole Bible, for the whole 
world”? 

Do not hurry over this paragraph. Read it, pray 
about it, act upon it. Robert Morrison faeed his life 
work with these words, “Jesus, I give myself to thy 
service. I consider the world as the field where thy 
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servants must labor. When I view the field I per- 
ceive that by far the greater part is entirely without 
laborers, or at least has but one or two here and there, 
while there are thousands crowded into one corner. 
My one is to engage where laborers are most 
wanted,” 


3. The Commencement of the Plan. The world 
plan commenced at Jerusalem. Your world plan 
should commence at your Jerusalem. What is your 
Jerusalem? It is your Sunday-school class — that 
priceless group of eternal souls which God_has put 
within sound of your voice and within reach of your 
love. You know the words — 


“The world for Christ we sing, 
The world to Christ we bring, 
With loving zeal.” 


~ 


Let me suggest a very practical rendering of it: 


“The world for Christ we sing, 
My class to Christ I bring, 
With loving zeal.” 


The world is not reached by a mass movement, but 
by individuals. Moody had a zealous world-heart, 
but he first practised it by leading boys and girls to 

° Jesus. Miiller’s thought embraced the world, but he 
athered boys and girls one by one, and sought to 
ead them to the Saviour. Will you let your world 
plan commence to-day more zealously than ever be- 
fore? Picture that class of yours. What a strik- 
ing mixture it is. What eternal possibilities! Bring 
them to Christ to-day. Let 1924 commence with the 
reign of Christ in the hearts of the boys and girls 
whom you have taught during 1923. 

At a critical moment in a great battle, an American 
General cried out, “Now, ‘let everything go in.” 
Everything — horse soldiers, foot soldiers, artillery — 
went in, and the battle was won. Let everything go 
in this Sunday. The very best lesson preparation, 
hours of earnest prayer, victorious faith, zealous 
pleading— and at the close through the wondrous 
grace of God some if not all of your boys and girls 
will joyfully sing — . 
























































' “Just as I am, young, strong, and free, 
All that I am and hope ta be, 
I yield myself complete to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come.” 


Lynton, NortH Devon, Ena, 





| The Critics and the Bible 


By Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


Professor of Semitic Languages and Old Testament 
Criticism in Princeton Theological Seminary 

















The sixth of a series of brief talks by Professor Wilson, 

whose mastery of twenty-six languages and of the origi- 

nal Old Testament texts gives his writings an authority 
that cannot be ignored. 


T IS a mistake to suppose that God must have made 
his ‘revelations in an order presented by us. Many 
of the critics of the Bible concoct schemes of their 
own, showing us exactly how the attributes of God 
must have been unfolded to the admiring gaze of the 
prophets. They claim to be able to state just when his 
justice, his love, his eternity, his holiness, his unique- 
ness, must have first been evolved. They think they 
can say just when the idea of one God as the Creator 
* of the universe arose or when the conception of a 
resurrection, of a judgment to come, or of a Messiah 
may have originated. . 


velopment of religion, and if we could be sure of the 
dates of the documents, it ought to be possible -to re- 
construct the manner in Fes - the different ideas ap- 

. pearéd first in writing. But the critics make the mis- 
take of going so far as to date the books and facts 
of the books according to the doctrines that are con- 
tained in them. 

Thus Isaiah twenty-fourth to twenty-seventh chap- 
ters contains a statement concerning, the resurrection. 
The critics claim that the knowledge of a resurrection 
came to the Jews after the captivity. So, they cut out 
these chapters from the book of Isaiah and assign 
them to the period after the Exile. 

The twelfth chapter of Daniel also speaks of a 
resurrection. This is deemed an argument for putting 
the work in the second century B. C. 

But both.of these passages are pretlictions made by 
prophets of God. It is to be presumed that they got 
their information from him. If so, are we to con- 
clude that God evolved the idea of a resurrection after 
700 B. C. and not before 500 B. C. or that he must have 
derived it from the Babylonians, Egyptians, or Per- 
sians? The God that we Christians worship and that 
the Bible reveals knew all about resurrection long be- 

—_ fore the blood of righteous Abel had dried upon the 
ground, and he may at any. time after the creation of 
Adam have. revealed the fact that though we die we 
shall five again. . 
Princeton, N, J. 





If the Bible were the record of a purely human de-. 
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E WERE tramping over a mountain trail to 

a church dedication. My companions were 

two highly esteemed Chinese friends, a pastor 
and an elder, constituting with me the committee to 
organize a church. : 

According to our custom, we -discoursed, as ‘we 
walked, of church problems and policies and of Bible 
themes, finally slipping into a subject vibrant with pres- 
ent interest in China, that is, demon possession. Not only 
had each of us authenticated instances of possession 
to narrate, suggestive that miracles of healing con- 
nected therewith, may still be wrought, but each of 
us had participated in at least one case of what seemed 
very. like Biblical cases of demcaiacal exorcism —a 
situation that well may make one’s flesh creep as he 
faces it, if he is not pocgaens for, in this business, 
we wrestle, not against flesh and blood, but against 
powers who yet are closer than breathing, uncanny 
in supernaturalness from beneath; against principal- 
ities the most subtle and strong as they are unencum- 
bered by our earth bodies; againsi the world-rulers of 
darkness who now have their innings; and against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places. 

And all of these will not lightly let go therr strangle- 
hold upon this planet, their prey. Does this seem un- 
likely or impossible in the case of such a land as 
China, whose ple constitute one-fourth of all pos- 
sible human victims? Rather is it altogether -reason- 
able that so vast a prize, to be lost out of the -devil’s 
grasp, will be desperately fought for, particularly 
as it is still so completely in the clutches of the Evil 
‘One —this | his age and he being its lord. Truly, 
if the True God is to get into the hearts of the peo- 
ple of this land, we knew that many more. demons 
must be cast out. 

Be it noted that, in the cases of demon possession in 
China, there seems, as in Bible times, to be this com- 
mon feature: the demons speak through the possessed 
ones, making them say and do, either consciously or 
unconsciously, what is odious to others as well as 
repugnant, humiliating, and devitalizing to themselves; 
also there is fear on the part of the demon or demons 
at the name of Jesus, as well as powerlessness on the 

rt of the demons in the presence of a person dom- 

inated by the Holy Spirit. 
_ As this story seemed more strange than some others 
in its setting, more unexpected in its principals, the 
pastor who gave it to us went rather fully into the 
details of his boy friend’s bsing used of the Spirit 
to cast a demon out of a girl. 

Many years ago, when this pastor was a school boy, 
he had as schoolmate the son of a Presbyteriag min- 
ister, a man noted for his godliness, pastor in one part 
of. my former field. His sor, Tsung Wei I, early 
in childhood, under unusually favorabie parental train- 
ing, developed sturdy Christian characteristics and 
zeal for propagating the “Jesus Religion.” Later he 
became an able teacher in one of our Christian col- 
leges, while still later a Y. M. C. A. Secretary in a 
great city. He-became a marked mean as a soul-win- 
ner, his spirituality being intensified by harrowing ex- 
periences through which he passed in connection with 
members of his family being martyred by the Boxers 
for the faith. 

At the date of his birth, his grandfather was just 
seventy-five years old. So this baby, in honor of his 
venerable forbear, was given for his “little name” the 
characters “Chi Shi Wu,” which means “seventy- 
five.” The story hangs on this point, in part. 

While yet a youngster his strong bent for preach- 
ing the Gospel was a noteworthy phenomenon. To 
groups on the village street, ot going to and from 
school, or on his way to market, he would, with an 
Elijah or Savonarola fervency, exhort the people to 
abandon their idols made of mud, and worship the 
true and living God. Sometimes he would take ‘the 
stones (which were reverenced as’ gods) out of the 
small wayside shrines and cast them into the gutter. 
Nor was he with his family ever punished for this, 
as others have often been by the heathen. 

When he was first sent to Chefoo to study there in 
the boys’ school of our Mission, he was given his 
Christian name, Ma Na Si, which is the- Chinese 
transliteration for the Hebrew tribe name, Manasseh, 
—and the point of this story revolves around this 
nanie also; for, when Dr. Hunter Corbett gave him 
this name, his own relatives in his far distant. home 


When a Boy ‘Cast Out a Demon 
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did not know he had it, much less the heathen neigh- 
bors, still less heathen strangers in another village than 
his own. 

One vacation when Ma Na Si, then twelve years. 
of age, had returned to his own home, a rider in great 
haste and perturbation arrived at his father’s gate. 
He carried a message from another town some miles 
distant, and had been sent by a heathem family because 
their young daughter-in-law, a heathen, had become 
so violent in the throes of demon possession that they 
after trying for months to help her, had given up ali 
hopes of cure at their command, and had finally decided 
to ask the Christian minister to come and see if he 
could do anything. Considering the loss of face for 
the heathen doctors who had so ignominiously failed 
in the case, and considering the ignorant prejudice and 
unreasoning hate that often is felt for those Chinese 
who abandon the worship of their ancestors and thereby 
change many venerable customs, this was a tribute 
to the “Jesus Doctrine” of no mean order, and an 
urgent plea for help. . 4 i 

The boy’s father had been sent for as a “holy man 
of the “Foreign Devil Religion” —their last resort. 
Would he go? The fellow at the gate, on his knees, 
pleaded so earnestly and impetuously that it was some 
minutes before they could make hini realize that the 
minister was away from home tipon a pastoral visit. 
The messenger in his distress went on describing to 
the family the symptoms of the victim. Quite in com- 
mon they were with other cases often met, varyin, 
only in the circumstances peculiar ‘to each home, :an 
suggesting those of the New Testament — raving’ and 
reviling at times, pulling her hair, clawing her face, 
tearing her .clothing, destroying articles of furniture, 
dashing away the food brought to her, and breaking of 
dishes; and, what was most terrifying to the family, 
revealing a spirit of sacrilege, of outrageous impiety, 
of brazen blasphemy, mingled with impish malevo- 
lence toward things sacred; and, what was of the most 
serious consequence to herself, each exhibition -was 
followed by great exhaustion, physical and mental. 

The unfortunate victim was very much like that son 
who awaited Jesus at the foot of the Mount of Trans- 
figuration: “And behold a spirit taketh him, .and he 
suddenly crieth out, and it teareth him that he foam- 
eth, and it hardly departeth from him, bruising him 
sorely” (Luke 9: 39); “and wheresoever it taketh him, 
it dasheth him down, and he foameth, and grindeth 
his teeth and pineth away” (Mark 9: 18). “And he 
suffereth grievously; for ofttimes he falleth into the 
fire, and ofttimes into the water” (Matt. 17: 16). - 

And now an ufexpected request — yet not altogether 
strange, in view of the Oriental clan system and of 
authority and spokesmanship early inhering in the 
only or eldest son. 

What could have possessed the messenger — rather, 
what moved him— but the Spirit of God, that he, a 
stranger, should turn to the lad; and, in his despera- 
tion, ask him to go in the place of his father! He, 
too, was a “Jesus man,” to be sure, earnest and zealous, 
but he was immature in years and experience. How- 
ever, “God chose the weak things of the world, that 
he might put to shame the things that are strong.” 
He teaches not to despise the potentialities of even five 
loaves and two small fishes. ovens 

Youth truly committed to Christ is not fearful to 
offer in simplicity to him all it possesses. So the aw d 
accepted the entreaty as God-sent, and started bac 
with the messenger. As he rode along towards the 
distant village, he made what seems to be reasonable 
preparation on the part of any Christian for casting 
out a demon. He carefully searched his own heart 
for! sin to be acknowledged and repented of; he hum- 
bly confessed that sin; he prayer ully reviewed some 
of the New Testament cases of demoniacal. possession 
and the methods of procedure there narrated; and 
then he cast himself upon the God of power and mercy 
to help him for the glory of Jesus Christ. : 

When he arrived at the gate of the heathen family’s 
yard — and, remember, he had never seen its members 
and they knew nothing about him or his Christian 
name —he. found that they were all there assembled, 
and, like Cornelius and his family of old, awaiting his 
coming, in hope of. relief and comfort. And, just as 
in the Bible instances there must always be some one 
who will cry: “Lord, if thou canst heal” —with the 
implication of faith that he can and is willing, so this 
































ee 


nner veers wm © 





i aelaeien 


See Ae 





ae 











Lesson for December 38 
Review: Christ for the World 


f 


family afterwards testified that they were thus moved 
to feel and call out. It was the case over again, in 
Chinese setting, of that Canaanitish heathen woman 
out of the borders of Tyre and Sidon, who “came... 
and cried, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou 
son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with 
a demon ... Lord, help me!” 5 

Some of the members of, the family by main strength 
were holding down the tortured young woman upon 
her kang (brick platform bed). Though she had not 
been told what the rest were about, she, as soon as she 
heard footsteps in the court outside the room where 
they were assembled, said with an imperious wave of 
her hand: “All of you get out of my way quick, so 
that I can leave. I must fly! A ‘Jesus man’ is com- 
ing. I cannot endure him. His ‘little name’ [t. ¢., 
baby name] is Chi Shi Wu Legente- fond ; but his 
‘foreign religion’ name is Ma Na Si [Manasseh]!” 

t was all the family could do, by their united force, 
to k her from escaping them, 

Ma Na Si immediately entered the room; and, after 
the ceremonial bow, kneeled down and began to pray 
after which he sang a Christian hymn in praise o 
Jesus; and then, in the name of the risen Lord, glo- 
rified and omnipotent, he commanded the demon to 
come out of the woman. At once she was calm, though 
prostrate in weakness; and from that moment was 
no longer troubled. Later, after being fully recov- 
ered to strength and normal condition, she, like those 
mentioned in Bible narratives, was quite unconscious 
of what she had said or done on that memorable day ; 
and she was particularly amazed to hear that she had 
uttered the name of some one whom she had never 
seen nor even heard of, and whose name was a Bible 
name of which she could not herself have conceived. 

This episode, as is one of God’s purposes in the 
working of his miracles, was used not only to 
strengthen the faith of those already his followers, 
but also as the means of opening the way in that vil- 
lage.and country for the progress of the Gospel among 
the heathen. 

TSINANFU, CHINA. 


ae 
Finding Opportunities 

PASTOR in central New York learned that chil- 
dren who were attending classes in an Italian Set- 
tlement Home were without Bibles. A suggestion 
made to his young people that they should furnish 
these children with copies of the Word of God was 
cordially received. They quickly presented them to 
the young scholars. : 
Were they appreciated? Let the following note, 
sent to that pastor by one of the bright Italian girls, 


give the answer, It is copied as written. This is the 
letter acknowledging the gift: 


“Dear Mr. Dr. Lece: 


“I think that you and your member of the church 
were very kind to buy, send those very nice, new Bible. 
I think that all the children and teacher enjoy those 
Bibles very much. I think you must like children to 
learn the Bible. You are very kind to think of those 
who have no Bibles to get one. I think it was a very, 
very good plan the youw had. I thank you ever so 
much. I can not think of no other way to thank you. 

“Sincerely yours, 
“Mary GRAZIANO.” 

Those young people were as happy when they re- 
ceived that letter, doubtless, as the children were when 
they got the Bibles. It was a ministry of kindly, 
thoughtful service—William J. Hart, D.D., Sandy 
Creek, N. Y. : 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
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For. so is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men 
(1 Peter 2:15). 

“PRAT with well doing ye may silence (literally, 
muzzle, phimoun) the. agnosticism, agnosian, as we 


might adapt it to our time, of foolish men. The best 
argument against unbelief is a good life. Its force 
cannot. be. gainsaid. 

Wherein. they think it strange. . . . Beloved, 


. think it not strange . 
thing (1-Peter 4:4, 12). 


_ Worldlings ‘think it_strange, xenizontai, that Chris- 
tians do not run with them in riotous excess. But 
this. seems natural ‘enough to normal Christians. They 
have nie longer taste for excess of wine, revelings, 
banquetings. ‘What does puzzle them, renisesthai, often, 
however, are the fiery trials to which they are subjected. 
These are the real test of their. faith and Christian 
quality, and Peter exhorts them to show the higher 
grace of joyous acceptance of them. 


New ‘Hampton, N.-H. 


. as though some. strange 
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‘My Creed 


This is one of the many beautiful messages in verse in the 
volume “ Heart Songs” by Dr. Henry W. Frost, a collection 
of “Verses for Christians” written out of the rich Bible 
study and Christian experience that readers of The Sunday 
School Times have come to prize in Dr. Frost’s “ Little Ser- 
mons” and other work in these columns. The book of 109 
selections makes a choice gift book, and may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at $1.25. 


“* Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.’” 


; HAT God doth live, enthroned in heaven above, 
Existing in three persons, and yet One, 
The everlasting Father, Spirit, Son, 
Whom I may worship and forever love ; 
That Jesus died for me on Calvary’s tree 
And then ascended to His Father’s throne, 
Thenceforth to ever intercede for me 
Until He comes to gather home His own ; 
That God hath sent the Holy Spirit down . 
To keep, to guide, to sanctify, to bless, 
I may wear, at last, a victor’s crown 
And reign with Christ, who will my name confess ; 
This—’spite of sin and doubt’s o’ershadowing grief— 
This I believe ; Lord, help mine unbelief! 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am writing to you for a word of 
advice regarding education. 

For various reasons I left school at an early age. I 
then returned, but because of pressing financial conditions 
could not stay. I left a second time, then returned, only 
to be defeated again. I hold no diplomas for any of my 
work because of my “piece-meal” schooling. 

I am now twenty-nine. I want to study or review and 
take the grammar school examinations, in order to secure 
my diploma, then take the high school work. Do you 
think at this late hour I would be wise in doing so, and 
also do you think I would be planning too much to plan 
a college course beyond this? The former work will not 
take very long. 

Many of my friends are taking work in later life and are 
counted among the best college students; others are grad- 
uating with honor from high school courses. ; 

Personally, I never knew the value of schooling until 
now, and never felt more capable of taking the work. I 
have learned that education is not apart from one’s life, 
and that unless one can weave one’s education into one’s 
daily life of service for others, it is vain. 

My life is wholly consecrated to God; my life motto is 
“Others.” 

I will be grateful for as early a reply as possible.— 
AN ANXIOUS INQUIRER FROM AFRICA. 


Y DEAR INQUIRER, as I read your letter 

over for the third time, I can not get away from 
a little leaflet I had sent to me which says: “God will 
not look you over for medals, degrees, and diplomas, 
but for scars.” 

In answering God's call to work I doubt if it mat- 
ters whether you have it in writing, to show what you 
have done, but it does matter whether you have been 
faithful or not. God knows what you know and what 
you need to know for the work he has planned out 
for you to do, so don’t be anxious, but “Be of good 
courage” and you will be led to the education in a 
special way, or by tugging along as you have been. 

Now. I know those who deem it is impossible to 
work to-day without a college course, and I want you 
and them to know I do not spurn the knowledge or 
the education of the highest type, but I do know some 
who have lost.their efficiency in the work of the Lord 
when they turned their heads toward only books, so 
I would hesitate to say as some do, — “get education 
at any cost.” I would put paramount, above every- 
thing else, the leading of our God! He will not make 
any mistake in your path, and you will not lose time 
and strength in going the wrong way if you. know 
what God would have you do. And that is your priv- 
ilege! One of the strongest teachers of the Bible I 
know. to-day, living in Chicago, got his knowledge. of 
the Word witha child on each knee! Work and study, 
but never mind the piece of. parchment you may not 
get for the work done, but-know that God knows, -and 
he will use you and it as he sees fit. If the. way 
opens to get a diploma, then take it, but let it be sub- 
servient to following him. 

I could not talk to you as I have done, were it. not 
on you have said- you were “wholly consecrated to 


One thing more, pay no attention to your age! God 
knows whether you are to serve many years or few, 
and your best years are before you, in all probability, 
so work, forgetting how many years have gone, and 
“press toward the prize,” ron | bod will supply your 
needs, whether it be more learning in school or plug- 
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ging away as you have. Remember your “crown of 
life” will be given to you, if you are “faithful unto 
death” (Rev. 2: 10). 

God bless you and make you a tower of strength 
in your corner of the vineyard, and cause you to have 
souls for him, to your joy ahd his honor! 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have read for a long time your 
answers to girls’ problems, and I want to tell you mine. 

I am sixteen and a senior in high school. There is 
one fellow that is very dear to me; in fact, I feel as 
though I couldn’t live without him, and yet he does not 
respond to my affection. He is a very well behaved, bash- 
ful chap. I dance with him, when at high school affairs, 
yet he does not ask me out or come to see me. 

_Another thing, dear Mother Ruth, is it right for me to 
go out with other boys when I like him so? I feel as 
though I didn’t like any other boys but him. 

I am a Christian girl and attend Sunday-school regu- 
larly, yet I can find no solace in taking this one trouble 
to Him who is above, yet many times have I tried.—A 
CHRISTIAN GIRL. 


Y DEAR GIRLIE, I am glad-you wrote me as 
you did, and if I am to help you, I must talk 
very frankly. 

You n not be afraid of the sentiment that has 
possessed you in these days in your senior course. If 
you live long enough, you wiil look back and smile 
on what seems now to such a serious thing and is 
so disturbing. Most of us have had such experiences, 
and I assure you it will pass away. 

The main thing to do at this time is to tell no one. 
A girl must always guard the thoughts of her heart 
from other girls, and “me keep from the boy 
your present thirfking. ever make any advances 
toward a boy, let them always come from him. You 
cannot tell how you would feel if you knew this boy 
more intimately, and no doubt there is a halo around 
him now which comes from letting your thoughts 
rest on him too much. Get busy about your school 
work, and there will be time enough to center your 
mind on boys, first in general, then in particular. - 

You speak of taking this to your Heavenly Father 
and not getting any result. You know, my dear, God 
never does for us what we can do for ourselves. This 
is something you must throw off yourself! God will 
help you if you need it, but I am sure if you will 
use a little common sense and will power, you will 
be victorious. 

Now as to the real thing which is on its way to 
you in your life talk daily to God. Have your soul 
open to him with every thought which enters your 
mind! I know he knows it all, but you need to ‘talk 
much to him, that there comes an understanding from 
your heart and a confidence’ from your side that he 
knows, and that he understands, and that he cares. 
You need to get well acquainted with Jesus as your 
friend and companion, and this can’t be unless you 
spend time with him. He has promised to give you 
liberally of wisdom, if you will ask for it. Read 
James 1: 5. 

May the dear Lord lead you, is the prayer of 
Mother Ruth, 
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Shall the “Option” Be Taken 
Advantage Of? 


N OPTION, which holds fof only a brief time, 

is given the Victorious Life Testimony for trans- 
ferring to Keswick,. N. J., a Government war-time 
hotel now about to be dismantled. Victory Hall has 
already been built there from material taken from a 
similar building. The building material which would 
thus be available could be partly used in building an 
auditorium and in otherwise equipping Keswick to be- 
come the place for holding the annual Victorious Life 
Conference in the East, and for holding other sound 
Bible conferences. 

To complete Keswick about $28,000 will be required, 
and if 2,800 persons are led to take a ten-dollar 
share each before the first of next March, the whole 
amount nee&cd will be provided. Will you be one 
of 2,800 such persons? p to date $575 in cash and 
pledges have been received from fifty-five individuals. 
If you are led to take one or more of these “shares,” 
will you kindly write to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia? 


ve 


Calendar of Conferences 


Philadelphia, January 21-26.—Seventh. Winter Conference 
of the Victorious Life Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, Broad Street below Spruce 
Street. Speakers, Gordon Watt, W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
Csarles Ernest Scott, \Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
Charles G. Trumbull, and others. Further information may 
be had by writing the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 
ford. Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’. Engagements 


Philadelphia, December 15-20.—National 
1418 North Sixteenth Street. 


Bible Institute, 
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LESSON 13. 


Golden Text.— 


The Review as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Note for the Quarter.—It is essential to re-* 
member that the purpose of the lessons for this Quar- 
ter is not the general study of books or persons or 
periods or incidents, but that of the one specific sub- 
ject of missions from the standpoint of the Bible. We 
are to consider, in various aspects, the Bible as a mis- 
sionary book. 


I. The Historical Situation 

While it is, of course, perfectly true that the 
world is to belong to Christ and actually will be- 
long some day (Rev. 11:15), this is his work, not 
ours, and it is future, not present. We have the task 
of proclaiming his Gospe to the world (Mark 16: 
15). So that for us poy the thought is “Christ for 
the world,” rather than “the world for Christ.” This 
careful and constant distinction will prevent disap- 
ointment at the slow progress of the Gospel. In the 
ight of God’s universal pees through the ages, 
it is important to see and keep in view the precise 
methods and time of its accomplishment, and these 
lessons are particularly valuable for the light they 
shed on what is called “dispensational truth,” that is, 
the particular truth of God intended for each period 
of the world’s history in relation to redemption, 


Il. Scripture Review of Missions 


We must try to cover the general missionary teach- 
ing of the entire Bible in order to see at a glance 
God’s purpose for the world and the precise plan of 
its fulfilment. We can look at the Bible under these 
general divisions. 

1. Primeval. Notice the first promise of world- 
wide redemption, in Genesis 3: 15. 

2. Patriarchal. See how God purposed to bring 
this about by selecting one man through whom and 
through whose family the blessing should extend to 
all the world (Gen. 12:3). Its confirmation to Isaac 
and Jacob. 

. Mosaic. From the individual, the family, and the 
tribe, came the nation whom God intended to be his 
witness to the world (Exod. 19: 1-6). 

4. Monarchical. Through the king, God’s anointed 
and appointed one, the blessing was to come (1 Sam. 
2: 8-10; 2 Sam. 7: 4-29). 

5. Psalms. The spiritual experience of God’s peo- 

le bore witness to the fact that they were blessed 
in order to become a blessing to others (Psa. 67: 1-7). 

6. Prophets. All through the prophets the message 
of God’s universal blessing is seen (Isa. 60: 1-3). 

7. Gospels. Christ came to be God’s salvation for 
all mankind, and his command to his followers is 
clear (Matt. 28: 20). 

8. Acts. Christians are to be witnesses to Christ 
everywhere, starting from the center until the cir- 
cumference is reached (Acts 1:8). 

9. Epistles. The teaching for the Church is clear 
that only as we go can people hear of Christ (Rom, 
10: 12-15). 

10. Reveiation. The glorious prospect of Christ’s 
complete victory (fulfilling Genesis 3:15) and of 
universal blessing (Rev. 20). 

N. B.—Let these ten sections be briefly but pointedly 
dwelt on, so as to see the glorious sweep of God’s 
purpose of redemption, 


Ill. Review by Golden Text 

The Golden Text speaks of two aspects of God, — 
his goodness and his righteousness. Taking these in 
the reverse order, let us see how the lessons reveal the 
character of God. 

1. God’s Righteousness. “The Infinitely High.” 

2. God’s Goodness. “The Infinitely Nigh.” 

N. B—Each lesson shews one or other or both 
of these aspects of God. 


IV. Review by Devotional Reading 

The passage, Titus 2: 11-14, is a declaration of di- 
vine grace, and each lesson speaks of some phase of 
it. 

1. Grace Appearing (v. 11). 

2. Grace Bringing (v. 11). 

3. Grace Training (v. 12): (1) Denying; (2) Liv- 
ing. 

4. Grace Inspiring (v. 13). * 

5. Grace Using (v. 14): (1) Redeeming; (2) Pur® 
ifying. 
N. B.—This Gospel of grace, covering past, present, 
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International Uniform Lesson 
shall utter the memory of 
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DECEMBER 30. REVIEW: CHRIST FOR THE WORL 
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thy great goodness, 


shall sing of thy righteousness.— Psalm 145 : 7 





and future, is for us to receive, retain, and reproduce, 
if we are to do missionary work. 
PHILADELPHIA. . 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Que we say “the world for Christ” or “Christ 
for the world” 

2. Show from the call of Abraham that God in- 
tended to bless the whole world. 

3. Explain why Israel failed to fulfill the Divine 
purpose. 

4. Is God through with the Jew yet? Or will he 
yet work through the Jew for the blessing of the 
world? 

5. What is the Scripture proof that God meant 
Israel to witness to him as Holiness (the Infinitely 
High), and as Love (the Infinitely Nigh) ? 

6. What elements of universality are found in God’s 
Covenant with David in 2 Samuel 7? : 

7. Have some of the Psalms a world outlook? 
Name one. 

8. Can you quote at least four verses of Scripture 
clearly setting forth God’s plan for saving the whole 
world? (Two from each Testament.) 

9. Collect from Isaiah 40 to 66 the references to 
“the nations.” 

10. Who to your mind was the greatest Old Testa- 
ment missionary? New Testament? 

11, Indicate the force of “the world” in John’s 
Gospel. 

12. What is the teaching of Acts 15: 13-18 in re- 
lation to missionary work? 

13. What is the connection in Scripture between 
God's world-wide missionary plan and “the day of 
the Lord”? 

14. What prophecies can you quote that were ful- 
filled in the first coming of the Lord? 

15. What prophecies can you quote concerning. the 
“day” yet to come? 

16. Point out the truth of the universality of Christ 
and his kingdom in the last chapters of Revelation. 

17. Can you outline God’s. unfolding plans for 
world blessing until he himself shall be “all and in 
all”? 

18. What can you do more than you are doing to 
preach the Gospel to all nations? 








Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 7.—Abraham, A Blessing to the Whole World. 
Genesis 12: 1-4; 18:17, 18; 22; 1-18; Hebrews 11 : 8-10; 
17-19. 

Golden Text: Genesis 12:3 

2. October 14.—Israel, A Missionary Nation. 

Exodus 19: 1-6; Isaiah 43 : 9-11; 4§ : 20-22 
Golden Text: Exodus 19:6 

3. October 21.—Israel in the Midst of the Nations. Joshua 
1:1°4; Deuteronomy 4:5, 6; 8:7-10; Isaiah 2: 2-4; 
19 : 23-25; Ezekiel 5: 5s. 

Golden Text: Isaiah 45 : <2 

4. October 28—Some Missionary Teachings of the 
Prophets. Isaiah 60: 1-3; Jonah 4:10, 11; Micah 4: 
1-3; Zephaniah 3: 9. 

Golden Text: Isaiah 60:3 

gs. November 4.—World-wide Prohibition — World’s Tem- 

perance Sunday. Psalm io1 :1-8; Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
Golden Text: Psalm 101 : 3 

6. November 11.—Some Missionary Teachings of the 

eer ert Psalms 47: 1-9; 67 :1-7; 100: 1-5 
Golden Text: Psalm 67 :3 

7. November 18.—Our Lord Jesus a Missionary. Matthew 
9 : 35-38; Mark 1 : 29-39; Luke 8: 1-3; 10:1; John 3: 
16, 17. 

Golden Text: John 3: 16 
8. November 25.—Christians Called to be Missionaries. 
John 17:18; Matthew 28 : i6-20; Acts 1 : 6-8 
Golden Text: Matthew 28 : 19 

9. December 2.—The Power of the Early Church. 

Acts 2:1 to 8:1 
Golden Text: Acts 2: 21 

10. December 9.—The Outreach of the Early Charch. 

Acts 8:1 to 15:35 
Golden Text: Acts 1:8 

11. December 16.—World-wide Missions. 

Acts 16:1 to 28 : 31; Romans.-1s : 18-21; Ephesians 3 : 2-9 
Golden Text: Romans 1 : 16 
12. December 23.—The Universal Reign of Christ — Christ- 
mas Lesson ..... Isaiah 9 : 6, 7;- 11 : 1-10; Psalm 2: 11-12 
Golden Text: Psalm 2:8 
18. December 30.—Review: Christ for the Werld. 
Golden Text: Psalm 145 :7 





_19. How much of the world and how many peo- 
ple in it have not been blessed by Gospel light? 

20. Are not “missions” the one supreme “mission” 
of the Church? 

21. What were the seven last words Christ ever 
spoke while here on earth? (Acts 1:8. 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


HIS world is God’s world. He made it for his 

own good pleasure and purpose. The astounding 
fact that a created being could temporarily wrest it 
from God should make us tremble at Satan’s awful 
power and trust God anew for the needed strength 
to resist him. But though Satan is the iutruding “god 
of this world,” he cannot defeat *s eventual pur- 
poses in Creation and Redemption. These are the 
two great facts of time and sense. Mankind does 
not realize that this is true, and the tragedy of the 
universe was that “He [Christ, God’s Son] was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, and the world 
knew him not.” Angels doubtless look down from 
highest heaven upon our globe as the lost sheep of 
the planets, the only star in space stained by his pre- 
cious blood, shed for the remission of sins. This re- 
demption will some glad day be effective. for the 
very globe itself, cursed because of man’s sit with 
thorns and blemished with desert stretches of sand 
and ice, and which “groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now,” waiting for its delivery when men 
of faith shall. receive their redemption bodies in the 
resurrection.‘ Then there will indeed be a “world 
for Christ.” Meantime we.who are His are to pro- 
claim “Christ for the world,” especially to those who 
have never heard it before. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Abraham, a Blessing to the Whole 
World. Enter. the Jew. Has he been a _bless- 
ing? How have the long Christian centuries treated 
him ? Does his presence prove anything? “The proof 
of Christianity in a word,” demanded the Emperor. 
“The Jews, your Majesty,” was the reply. Abraham 
was a quitter in begging, but no quitter in obeying. 
Mero of both Faith and Obedience. Implicit obedi- 
ence one of the rarest of qualities and one of the most 
commanding. Both God and man have a good job for 
the fellow who can osey. ‘The “thorough” man. 


Lesson 2.—dsrael, a Missionary Nation. The most 
dangerous business in all the world is  Anti- 
Semitism, God has said so. History proves it. Spain 
and Russia are exhibits. Russia starves by the millions 
as I write. There are splendid Jews. I know one who 
used to (and perhaps still does) support a Christian 
rescue mission. The monotheism of the Jew trader 
goes ahead oftentimes of the Christian missionary 
and prepares the way for the Gospel message. The 
Christian owes much to the Jew. Modern attacks 
upon the Jews are never by evangelical Christians — 
but by so-called “Christians.” 


Lesson 3.—Israel in the Midst of the Nations. This 
was a lesson of peace, of race hatred, and a “rabbit 
foot.” I wonder how you took that ‘ast idea. Is 
the presence of the Jew set in the midst a promise 
of prosperity? Certain “Christian” nations have “had 
it in” for the Jew, and those nations to-day are the 
“hard up” nations. You don’t see their bonds listed 
in the New York market reports—not often, and 
then away below par. In this lesson we considered 
what it cost us a few years ago to find that all the 
nations of the earth are bound up in the same 
brotherly bundle — whether we like it or not. 


Lesson 4.—Some Missionary Teachings of the 
Prophets. God has always had his Choice Ones to 
whom came visions of better days. Two or three 
were mentioned in this lesson: Prophets of this later 
day. We tried to show in this lesson that in spite 
of much criticism, this old world is after all pretty 
well fulfilling the: prophecies. Never so many folks 
in churches and Sunday-schools. Beside the prophe- 
cies working out in families, neighborhoods, and na- 
tions. ~The old Book always knows what it is talk- 
ing about and driving at. 


Lesson 5.—World-wide Prohibition. The long- 
drawn-out death of old John Barleycorn has-been 























Lesson for Degember 3¢ 
Review: Christ for the World 


one sight of the ages. But for the wood alcohol, home- 
oe ies, the dying antics of old John Barley- 
corn would be amusing. The “wet” newspapers of 
the great cities have been the laughing stock of the 
land. were “asleep” when the states went dry 
and like other babies have been crying for the bottle 
ever since they have been awake. But our boys are 


safe and the drunk wards of our city S have 
been turned into better uses. If Europe t join 
America she is a goner! 

Lesson 6.—Some Missionary Teachings of the 
Psalms. The passion to share things is in the 


race whether it is a cure for quinsy (quinsy is mine) 
or a cure for sin. Brown, who is after me with 
her hop vapor to cure my throat, is just as active ‘in 
the woman’s missionary society. fellow who 
travels to the far ends of the earth comes home a 
believer in foreign missions—and hilariously so if 
he has been sick in a missionary hospital in a land 
where pains in the interior are treated by putting 
a bald head over the spot where the pain is — as is the 
case in backwoods Persia. . 


Lesson 7.—Our Lord Jesus a Missionary. 
was a sure-enough missionary. 
which? How did he differ from Dan Crawford or 
any other missionary? Why did Hurlburt leave the 
comforts of good old Pennsylvania, and supplied with 
nothing but a pocketful of faith throw himself into 
inland Africa? There is no front page glory in that. 
When the jungle swallows you up you are swallowed, 
that’s all. Why did God send his Son a missionary 
into this unlovely but lovable world of ours? The 
answer to the question is found in John 3:14 


Lesson 8.—Christians Called to be Missionaries. 
In this lesson the Corner got very personal. First my 
experience in introducing a new invention. Then 
about Morris Handwork’s two-hundred-dollar bicycle, 
the last man in town any one would have guessed 
would spend a small fortune (to Morris) for a play- 
thing. And finally the account-of my buying that 
expensive. art work because a good salesman had 
“hypnotized” me. The Corner offers its apologies. 
But it was all to show that the Christian is expected 
to be as smart and as insistent as any’commercial man. 
His power comes not from his brains but from the 
Holy Spirit. 


Lesson 9.—The Power of the Early Church. The 
power of the Spirit can be understood. It is the-only 
power in the world that can be understood. Thomas 
A. Edison, the man who has done things is the au- 
thority, and if any one “ 't know” he’s the man! 
The scarcest things in the world are self-confessed 
sinners. The whole race is having less and less 
use for “sin saving.” Pick out.a few specific sins 
and try it out on the neighbors! We had in this 
lesson the two ways of spending Sunday —the Coun- 
try Club way and the Sunday-school way. 


Lesson 10.—The Outreach of the Early Church. 
Crowds and the way of handling them was a sub- 
ject for discussion in this lesson. Jesus’ way or the 
way of the police, with a fire hose? The Golden 
Rule or the Club? Joy and how to have it was the 
heart of the lesson. Ro skeletons in the closets of 
Christian homes. Did you find that reference? 
Thought not. Always look them up. Here’s what 
the Book says: “Ye are all the children of light, agd 
the children of the day; we are not of the night, nor 
of darkness.” Every true Christian home is a joy 
place and daily life a continual joy-ride. And it 
reaches everywhere. 


Lesson 11.—World-wide Missions. We met Lydia 
in this lesson, one of the real women in the old Book, 
and a great favorite in this Corner. A Tilly Typist 
and Sallie Saleslady sort of a girl. A make-her-own- 
way girl, and the first European Christian. - While 

trician e luxuriated in charming villas, a hum- 

le tent-maker did light housekeeping —very light 
we reckon—in a “hired house.” Where is that Pa- 
trician to-day? The Tent-Maker is still with. us. 
So are Gospel preachers, even though the city 
struck glishman thinks ali American preachers 
have lost spirituality ! 


Lesson 12.—The Universal Reign of Christ. This 
lesson is so recent it is hardly likely to be reviewed. 
But I hope you all got the fact that America’s great- 
est President of the recent day was an old Sunday- 
school teacher and a lover of God’s Word. e 
only time I ever heard him he made a religious ad- 
dress on “Zeal.” His war-killed son, Quentin, led 
him into Paradise. We swung around all over the 
world in this lesson, and if any teacher got through 
with it in half an hour or half a day the Corner was 
not used to get up on the lesson. Here endeth the 
sixteenth year of the Corner. Happy New Year! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Jesus 


“Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly?” a new pam- 
phlet by Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, of Princeton Sem- 
nary, may be obtained 
Times Company, 1031 
at 25 cents, postpaid. 


rom The Sunday School 
alnut Street, Philadelphia, 


Home or foreign, . 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ Review.—A Law of Learning and of Teach- 
mg. 











TEs Quarter we have had a nfissionary view of 
the Bible, and this lesson is naturally a review 
of this mission view. Instead of following exactly 
the lessons as given, the Book may be reviewed from 
this standpoint by studying its different divisions with 
réference to their missionary message. For instance, 
if we divide the Old Testament into the Pentateuch, 
the historical and poetical and prophetical books, how 
much of a missionary message can be discovered in 
each division? Or it may be askéd to what extent 
the lessons have been taken from the recognized di- 
visions of both the Old and New Testaments, 
Again, it will be interesting to trace the missionary 
attitude through its more or less clear apprehension 
and outworking in the nation whose tendency was to 
think of itself as the exclusive recipient of the favor 
of Jehovah, on to the f ing and development of the 
Church whose very nature demands a recognition of 
the missionary advance and whose early leaders were 
so fired with missionary zeal. This history shows also 
how the Jewish exclusiveness tended to hinder the 


missionary purpose of the new-born agency of God’s 
grace until by i 
takable. 


revelation he made it unmis- 
Of course in these methods of review we are em- 
phasizing the principle of concentration upon the mis- 
sionary teaching of the Book. It would be possible 
to dwell upon present-day applications or present- 
day problems in the mission work of the Church, but 
it is probable that as a basis for the solution of these 
problems we need a clearer vision of the fundamental 
reasons for mission work; and we shall get it no- 
where better than in a clear grasp of what the Book 
itself says concerning not only the mission but the 
message of the servants of the Lord who go on mis- 
sion. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 
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Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


s*T HE world for Christ’— yes, but only when 
Christ has returned to the world. 

A transformed earth, under the all-conquering, be- 
neficent reign of the King, is the greatest theme. of 
Old Testament prophecy. Certain features are to ac- 
company that reign: 

1. Israel will have been converted and regathered 
into her own land, Of this there are perhaps more 
detailed predictions than of any other one feature of 
Old Testament prophecy (note Gen. 17:8; Deut. 30: 
5; Isa. 14:41, 12; Jer. 23: 3-8; Ezek, 37: 21-25). 


_2. Gentile governments will have been broken and 
displaced by the universal reign of the King (Psa. 
72:11; Isa, 9:6, ii Dan. 2: 44, 45; Matt. 25: 31-46; 
Rey. 19: 11-21). Nations which are founded on greed 
and maintained by force, and which are so prone to 
war among themselves, will have given way to the 
united, glorious reign of the Righteous One. 

3. Satan will have been bound and confined to the 
abyss (Rev. 20: 1-3). Far more than is believed, Satan 
is now the god of this age. The blessing to the 
earth which his banishment to the abyss will in- 
sure cannot be conceived. 








~a we ne 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
Sunday 





the year may be had from The School Times 
Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. January 6.—A Chosen Leader and a Chosen Land 
mesis 12:1 to 25:10 
2. January 13.—The Long Sojourn in Egypt. Genesis 37 to 50 
3. January 20.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel 
: Exodus 2:2 to 12: 36 
4. January 27.—Israel Saved at the Red Sea 
Exodus 12: 37 to 18 : 27 
g. February 3.—What Israel Learned at Sinai 
Exodus 19:1 to 4:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 


4 : 32-40 
6. February 10.—The Failure at Kadesh 
Numbers 13:17 to 14:45; Deuteronomy 1 : 26-40 
7. February 17.~—Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan 
Joshua 1 to 11, 23, and 2% 
8. February 24.—The Period of the Judges. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications) ..Judges 2 to 16 
9. March 2—The Revival under Samuel ..1 Samuel 1 to 7 
10. March 9.—The Reign of Saul ........... : Samuel 8 to 1s 
11. March 16.—The Reign of David 
* g Samuel 16 to 2 Samuel 24 
12, March 23.—The Reign of Solomon 
1 Kings 3 to 11; 2 Chronicles 1 
t3. March 30.—Review: Abraham to Solomon 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4 : 32-40 
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4. Creatiofi will have been delivered from its bond- 
(Rom. 8; 19-23). Restored again to its Edenic 
glory, the earth will bud and blossom like the rose, 
and each stalk of grain will produce a handful, even 
on the of the barren mountain, “The fruit thereof 
shall like Lebanon” (Psa. 72: 16), 


The coming kingdom glory is more than a world 
of converted men living amid the ruins of a “groan- 
ing” creation and fighting the power of Satan. Gos- 
pel preaching may change the hearts of men; but 
it cannot transform the earth, or bind Satan. The re- 
turning Christ alone can accomplish this. Until that 
time, the Christian’s duty is clear — “Preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.” 

Datras, Tex. 

we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
ted, and two dollars for the best one each weck. 
are waged not to send anything without first 

aud reading carefully a leaflet + | 

of this department. The full list 
the year, with this leafiet, will be t 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
itlustrations are constantly having to be rejected by tho 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday Schocl Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
a ; than the Golden T 
Illustrations on other verses ‘ext 
specially desired, though some om the Golden Text are 


Rs ma het saga grace of God ang St) 
rench preacher said a long time ago that in 
supreme moment when God meets’ the soul of man 
a new word is necessary, and that new word has been 
found to be “grace.” It is a foreign language; it is 
the speech of another country, a_ heavenly; it is the 
speech of infinite love. T ank God every Christian 
soul understands it thoroughly.—From Keswick Week. 
Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, 
Eng. 

Is His Word True?—For the grace of God hath ap- 
peared (Titus 2:11). A lady walked home with me 
from church one Sunday evening, and I said to her, 
“You know you have got a sufficient Saviour. Do 
you know what he says in 2 Corinthians 12:9? My 
grace is sufficient for thee.’ What about that?” She 
replied: “Well, it is in the Bible.” “Yes, but is it in 
your heart?” “I cannot, I cannot—” “Then stand 
still, and lift up your head, and say to God, ‘You 
lie.’” I wonder if any of the Times’ readers are go- 
ing to say, “O God, it is a lie!” Grace has appeared 
bringing full and complete salvation—From Keswick 
Week. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lan- 
cashire, Eng. ~ 


Miasing the Sun’s Brightness.— They shall utter the 
memory of thy great gootiness (Golden Text). One 
evening a gentleman called on an astronomer. “What 
a fine day we have had,” said the visitor, “I have 
seldom seen the sun so bright.” The astronomer looked 
puzzled for a minute, and then gave a hearty laugh. 
“Do you know,” he said, “though I have been look- 
ing at the sun all day, I never noticed whether it 
was bright or not. I was so interested in a new speck 
which has appeared that I didn’t see anything else, 
and until you spoke, my idea of the sun had been that 
it was rather dark!” The astronomer was, of course, 
attending to his business; but too many porte are like 
him, in that they see only the dark side of things.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by the Rev. J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. - 


“Nothing Left.”—They shall utter the memory of 
thy great goodness (Golden Text). A business man 
camé home one day, and threw himself down on a sofa 
in his house and said, “Well, everything is gone.” 
They said, “What do you mean?” “Oh,” he replied, 
“we have had to suspend payment; our business has 
gone to pieces — nothing left.” His little girl bounded 
from the other side of the room, and said, “Father, 
you have me left.” And his wife, who had been 
very sympathetic and helpful, came up and said, “Well, 
dear husbatic, you have me left.” And the old grand- 
mother seated in a corner of the room, put up her 
spectacles on her wrinkled forehead, and said, “My 

-son, you have all the promises of God left.” Then the 
merchant burst into tears, and said, “What an un- 
grateful man I am. I find there are many good things 
left to me. God forgive me.”—From the Sunday at 
ogy Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 

ng. 


“Enough for Both.”—T7he 
ory of thy fs goodness, an 
eousness (Golden Text). 


He came one day to my poor door, and knocked and 
called to me, 

“Beloved, let Me in, that I may sit and sup with thee.” 

Though I had naught to give Him, for my house and 
board were bare, 

Py could not refuse his plea, nor keep him waiting 

ere. 

= > I opened Him the door, and told my case, though 

loth. 


But r 





are 
also 


1). 


shall utter the mem- 
shall sing of thy right- 
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He smiled and answered lovingly, “I have 
enough for both,” 

And from that blessed hour to this his 
friendship has not ceased; 

Each day he sits and sups with me, but 
he provides the feast! 


From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D. D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


Popularity.—They shall utter the 
memory of thy great goodness, and shall 
sing of thy righteousness (Golden Text). 
Some one has said that the morning 
service determines the popularity of the 
church, the evening service the popular- 
ity of the minister, and the prayer-meet- 
ing the popularity of the Lord.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. Prise illus- 
tration. - 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Blest be the tie that binds.” 

“Jesus is all the world to me.” 

“Jesus is calling.” 

“Love divine, all loves excelling.” 

“Trying to walk in the steps of the 
Saviour.” 

“Day is dying in the west.” 

“Just as I am.” 

“Hail to the brightness of Zion’s glad 
morning.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Holy Is Our God” (199 : 1-3). Psalm 99 : 1-9. 
“Thy Matchless Worth” (220: 2, 3). 
° Psalm 108 : 1-6, 
“Christ Shall Have Dominion” (152 : 1-4). 
Psalm 72: 1-17. 

“God's Own City” (174 : 2, 3). 

Psalm 87 : 1-7. 
“All Earth to Him Her Homage Brings” 
(42:1, 3). Psalm 22 : 22-31. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we realize that we look out over a troubled 
world to-day, and problems that are beyond 
the skill of man are facing the nations. 
Thou knowest that the stress has been not 
absent from our own lives. May we not for- 
get the blessed light that we have in thee, 
and the increasing need for carrying that 
light into the darkness of lands where thy 
name is not honored, thy salvation not 
known. May we not be so occupied with the 
cares of the day that we shall forget the 
deeper needs of those who have not known 
thee. May we utter the memory of thy 
great goodness, and sing of thy righteous- 
ness,—not only in the home, in our own 
neighborhood, but faithfully, with any Sacri- 
fice that may be needed, may the same 
message be carried far and wide because of 
our devotion and obedience. We ask this 
in thy dear name. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.— 
Your school is no doubt interested in cer- 
tain mission fields particularly. Why 
not put this Review in the care of the 
missionary committee of your school, and 
suggest that one scholar be chosen to tell 
the latest news from each field in which 
the school is particularly interested? 
From your denominational mission board 
you can secure some of the latest facts 
about progress, arid needs in their field 
of work. If you take a periodical such 
as the Missionary Review of the World 
(156 Fifth Avenue, New York, $2 a 
year), you will always have a full supply 
of missionary information. Nor will you 
overlook Ernest Gordon’s pages in The 
Sunday School Times, which are very 
rich in missionary facts. 

If you prefer a written Review, here 
are ten. suggested questions to -be dic- 
tated from the desk, and answered in 
writing by the teachers and scholars: 


1. Why could God use Abraham so 
wonderfully for a great work? 

2. Why did Israel, as a nation, often 
fail to follow God’s commands? 

3. What is the missionary teaching we 
find in the Book of Jonah? 

4. Do you feel hopeful about world- 
wide prohibition of alcoholic § drink? 
Why? 


5. Tell one or two missionary teachings 
in the Psalms. 
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6. Write out the verse John 3: 16. 

7. What words of the Lord Jesus are 
called “The Great Commission”? 

8. What was the result of Peter’s 
preaching at Pentecost? 

9g. What led Paul to go to Macedonia? 

10, What do you believe is your own 
duty toward missions? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
3) 4 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
Revi 
AY, fellows, are you willing to face 
up to a fair question in this Review? 
Of course you are. The question is this: 
Does God want you to be a full-time 
servant for the purpose of spreading the 
Gospel throughout the world, either as 
a missionary or a minister? You will 
agree it is a perfectly fair question, be- 
cause your teacher does not propose to 
answer it; only, you, yourself, can do 
that, and none need know your answer 
but God, if you prefer it. 

Let’s ask the question in the light of 
each of the twelve lessons of the closing 

Quarter as they pass before us. 


1. Abraham; called out, to give up his 
program for God’s program. God can 
use only those who are willing to do 
this; but he mightily uses them, when 
they do. 
2." Israel — little Israel; sensible of lim- 
itations. God can use weakness sur- 
rendered to him, where material great- 
ness, withheld from him, is useless. 
Are you weak? It’s an opportunity. 
3. Israel— little Israel; surrounded by 
opposing strength— worldly strength, 
very terrifying; great and powerful 
difficulties. Does the bare mention of 
the “Question” bring a parade of dif- 
ficulties before your eyes? God 
laughs at difficulties. 
4. Jonah — running, sinking, swimming, 
preaching, moping Jonah. If God calls, 
the best thing to do is to answer, and 





follow his clear leading. The love of 
God is past human understanding. | 

5. World-Wide Prohibition. A_ sober, 
clean nation, demonstrating to the 
world the cleansing power of the Gos- 
pel. God’s ambassador has tthe keen- 
est blade with which to wage his fight. 


6. The Psalms; holding forth a_ vision 
of world-wide praise to and 
world-wide peace and blessing. To 
follow the gleam is worth all the sac- 
rifice of the unknown soldier, 


7. Our Lord Jesus a Missionary, What 
a leader ! hat power! What prom- 
ise! What a fellowship! Who would 
not leap to gain this 

8. Christians Called to be Missionaries. 
Are you a Christian? Let this be the 
test: To listen, in prayer, for the call, 
if | God may calling you. Be- 
ing willing to consider it and to seek 
God’s counsel about it—that’s a test 
of a true disciple. 

9. The Power of the Early Church. 
Power. There is no thrill of joy to be 
compared with the thrill of God’s 
power, consciously exercised by his dis- 
ciple, with its inevitable result. 

10. The Outreach of the Early Church. 
Without limit. Boundless. Truth. Life. 
Growth. Love The “white magic” 
with which God’s ambassador deals. 

11. World-Wide Missions. “World-wide” 
is a large term, but world-wideness can 
exist and have wonderful play witbin 
the small compass of an individual life. 
The soul expands with a vision of God 
only as it applies to a world-wide re- 

* dempiion. 

12. The Universal Reign of Christ. An- 
other large term. But first, is Christ 
in “universal” reign over your individ- 
ual empire —that complex system of 
passions, ambitions, .thoughts, words, 
actions, physical,‘ mental, social, and 
spiritual processes within your own 
conscious control? 


The moments in, which you prayerfully 
consider these things may fraught 
with possibilities of joy beyond the im- 
agination. Tie up to them and fight it 
out. Eternal issues are here. 


GreENsznORO, N. C, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Your Class of Girls» 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. God’s. world-wide vision and plan. 
2. A girl’s share in it all. 











QuseLy this Quarter’s missionary 
study, ranging from Abraham’s call 
to Titus’ charge, has opened your girls’ 
eyes to God’s world-wide vision and 
plan — that marvelous “grace of God 
which hath appeared, bringing salvation 
to all men,” and which is still “our 
blessed hope” as we look for the next 
“appearing of the glory of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


_2. But have your girls yet caught the 
vision of their place in that ages-long, 
world-wide plan? Have them turn to- 
day to Acts 2 and there study the words 
of Joel as quoted by Peter, on the day 
the Holy Spirit was first poured forth in 
all his fulness (verses 17-21). 

Note the clear and repeated statement 
that “daughters” and “handmaidens” ‘as 
well as “sons” and “servants” have ‘a 
place and a responsibility in those “last 
days” before the first and the second 
coming of our Saviour. Note carefully 
that two such “days” are clearly alluded 
to there, and in many other Scriptures. 

Only half the needful preparing, then, 
for his next coming can be done, unless 
our girls take their share in the world’s 
missionary work, But note, thankfully, 
that God’s plan includes the empower- 
ing for this work — that the Holy Spirit 
is promised to our girls so they can 
“prophesy” — teach the will of God con- 
cerning men. 

Home Study 


_ Think and pray over these three ques- 
tions: 

1. What is my missionary duty? Read 
Acts 2: 27, 18. 

2. How can I do what God expects of 
me? Read Acts 2:18, again. 

3. What is my plan for preparing for 
this glorious work? " 

Remember, “what I am to be I am be- 
coming” now, 

Decatur, Ga. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


{ pees. THovucut.—Children may be 
friends and followers of Jesus. 
_Note—The Christmas lesson empha- 

sized the missionary idea through God’s 
gift of Jesus to the whole world, as ex- 
pressed in John 3: 16, which is suggested 
as the Junior Memory Verse for the Re- 
view. If a teacher deems it necessary 
to go over the missionary stories again, 
the thought that children are included 
should be presented, through songs suck 
as “The World Children for Jesus,” 
woe Loves the Little Children of the 

orld,” and others. Pictures of “Christ 
Blessing the Children,” also “The Hope 
of the World,” showing Christ ‘in the 
midst of children of different nations, 
will help Primary children. Junior boys 
and girls will be helped more by songs 
like “We've a Story to Tell to the Na- 
tions,” or “Go Ye, Among All Nations,” 
using a map to show how Christianity 
began at Jerusalem and spread. 

With the need of the children in mind 
some teachers may prefer to improve the 
special opportunity of this last Sunday 
of the year to anticipate the New Year 
in the spirit of the Memory Verse sug- 
gested for Primary children. 

Talk about this last Sunday of the 
year, and that when we meet next 
Sunday the New Year will be six 
days old. What is the number of the 
New Year? What does 1924 mean? 
Some people who write that date will 
not remember that it means 1924: years 
since Christ was born to bless the whole 
earth. 

How will people greet each other next 
Tuesday? What will make it happy? 
Boy Scouts do a helpful turn every day, 
which. makes . others and themselves 
happy. Children may help others, too. 
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Good Night day by day. Do 
the Heavenly Father to remember to give 
us three hundred and sixty five days 
and three hundred and sixty-five nights 
and to send seedtime and harvest, sum- 
mer and winter, sunshine and rain dur- 
ing the new year? Could we choose to- 
day’s Memory Verse for our motto for 
each day of the New Year: “Every day 
will I bless thee, atfd I will praise thy 
name forever and ever”? 

The Heavenly Father is pleased, and 
people are happier whe remember to 
praise and th him every morning and 
evening. Children may this with a 
raise song or a “Thank You” prayer. 
We can sing, “Praise Him! Praise Him! 
or Thank Him! Thank Him, all ye lit- 
tle children, God is. Love.” We can re- 
peat our prayer. Father, we thank thee 
for the night, or our blessing, “God is 
reat and God is good, and we thank 
.% for our yee tike, “God 

ere are happy songs li “God's 
Gift of .Day and Night,” “Every morn- 
ing seems to say, there’s something happy 
on the way.” Suggest songs and prayers 


The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith «tne ristic sorts Telling Bible Stories 
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sulted 0 the’ needs and ages of 
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The Need for Watch Night 


TT WAS in the midnight of the Dark 

Ages,” says D. M, Panton, “that the 
huge revival which we call the Reforma- 
tion, bremking out in an Augustinian mon- 
astery convulsed Europe, and changed the 
history of the world. The conditions be- 
fore the revival of Wesley and White- 
field have been thus described: ‘Death in 
the churches, rottenness in public morals, 
infidelity coming in like a food. Black 
stone, the commentator on the laws of 
England, under George III, says he went 
to every church of note in London, and 
found it impossible to discover whether 
the clergyman was a follower of Confu- 
cius, Mohamed, or Christ. Do any worse 
conditions than these prevail to-day? ... 

“Historically, conditions of agoumes 
darkness have not been against revival, 
but for it; for revival is- a 
mighty h, saving the world from its 
downgr. to hell.” 

Present conditions are bad. enough, but 
they are God’s challenge to intercession! 
Will you accept. the challenge with a 
Watch Night service on New Year’s Eve, 
praying for revival? 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 13. December 30. Joseph Hated and Rejected. Genesis 37, 39, 40 


Golden Text.—But Jehovah was with Joseph, and showed kindness 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.—Genesis 39: 21 


unto him, and gave him 











Lesson Calendar mp came to Favet, and the racial 
The complete list of “ Whole Bible Les- tive. ip accounts for much in the narra- 
sons” on the Testament, running from 


Sunday : 
1031 Walaut Street, Philadelphia, at 3 
cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Third Period—Abralam to Moses 


14. Jan. 6.—Pharaoh’s Dream ...... Gen. 41, 42 
15. Jan. 13.—The Famine ............ . 43°48 
16. Jan 20.—Joseph the Ruler ..... Gen. 46-50 


Fourth Period—Moses to Joshua 
17. Jan 27.—Israel’s Bondage .....Exodus 1-4 
18. Feb. 3.—The Mine Plagues ....Exodus 5-10 
19. Feb. 10.—Th: Passover ...... Exodus 11-13 
20. Feb. Divine Provision of 
ptennd denne Exodus 14-19 
at. Feb. 24.—The Giving of the Law. Exodus 20 
22. Mar. 2.~The Tabernacle ..... Exodus 25-27 
23. Mar. 9.—The Priesthood and Offer- 
INGB cccccccccccccsccccscoscorsecoes Exodus 2 
24. Mar. 16.—The Five Offerings ..... Lev. 1-7 
25. Mar. 23.—The Day of Atonement .Lev. 16 
26. Mar. 30.—Christ in Numbers (empha- 
sizing the Brazen Serpent, the Rock, 


Cities of Refuge) .....sseeseeees Lev. 15-37 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


{fxg key to what Genesis teaches is 
its first verse—a statement of eter- 
nity. Its first word (“In the beginning”) 
was, and rightly, its name for a thousand 
Beginning here, Jehovah (1) re- 
stored the primal revelation (Gen. 3: 15) 
to chosen custodians (Rom. 3: 2; 9: 4, 5); 
(2) began a further revelation; and (3) 
gave in selected material (genealogy, 
biography, and history, each necessary) 
a history of twenty-three centuries, re- 
sembling a woven fabric where God and 





his acts are the warp and man and his | 


acts the woof. 

The divine analysis of Genesis is indi- 
cated by a phrase of time (“These are 
the generations”), so used as to divide 
the book into ten distinct narratives; the 
two first being divine, and the remain- 
ing eight human; the first moving from 
darkness to light as do God’s “evening- 
mornings,” and the nine from: light to 
darkness, as do the affairs (Eccl. 7:29) 
and the days of man. Genesis means 
“sources” or “origins,” and thus is closely 


| allied to the phrase’s chief word, which 


means “to bring forth,” #. e¢., the things 


| brought forth to one. 





Historical Setting 

Joseph’s slavery marks the turning- 
— in the history of the Chosen Peo- 
ple: 

_(1) If forced to spread over all the 
land, seeking food for their cattle (37: 
12, 17), being few in number they would 
have speedily become merged with thé 
Canaanites (38:1, 2, 12). 

(2) But brought to Egypt they were, 
because of their occupation (42:2, 3; 43: 
32; 46: 31-34; 47:27), kept, separate 
from the Egyptians and grew into a na- 
tion. 

(3) Through the sin of Joseph’s breth- 
ren, God brings deliverance to the Gen- 
tiles. (45:5, 11; 47: 13-15; 50:20) typi- 
= of a greater deliverance (Rom. 11: 
11). ~ 

The indications in the lesson, as to 
commerce, slavery, social, and domestic 
customs, and moral conditions (37: 25- 
28, 36; 38:6-8, 15, 21, 24; 30:1, 4, 6, 
7, 23; 40:20) are corroborated by his- 
tory, tradition and archeological remains 
as true to the times. Almost surely it 
was during the reign of the Hyksos or 
Shepherd. Kings of -Egypt, the Semitic 
conquerors of the native Egyptians, that 





Geography 


Seventy miles intervene between “the 
vale of Hebron” (37:14) and Dothan 
(37:17). Through the wide easy valley 
of Dothan ran the great caravan road 
nrg | the Euphrates valley on the 
north with Egypt on the south, and the 
passing of commercial caravans, with 
their slow-moving camels, would be fre- 
quent. Joseph, as a slave, traversed the 
three hundred miles of “the way of the 
land of the Philistines” (Exod. 13:17), 
much of which was a very hot, sandy 
desert along the coast of the Mediter- 
ranéan Sea, to the “Hyksos” capital at 
Zoan (Tanis, or San) at the eastern 
point of the Nile delta. Egypt consists 
of the Nile delta, about the area of New 
Jersey, and a long narrow strip of land 
a few miles wide along both banks of 
the Nile, shut in by cliffs, back of which 
stretches a vast extent of stony and 
waterless plateau, and extending as far to 
the south as from New York to Cin- 
cinnati. 

How to Study this Lesson 


The final Genesis narrative (37:2 to 

: 26) is that of “the generations of 
Toooks ’ and Joseph is its outstanding fig- 
ure, just as Jacob is of “the preceding 
narrative,” that of “the generations of 
Isaac” (25:19). A careful chronological 
investigation leads to the conclusions: 
(1) That the death of Rachel (35: 19) 
Was very recent, and (2) that Isaac’s 
death did not occur (35: %} until several 
years later than the events of the les- 
son. The treachery of Simeon and Levi 
(34: 1-31) in which all his sons except 
Joseph were concerned, and the crime of 
Reuben (35:22) had forfeited the re- 
spect and confidence of Jacob in his three 
eldest sons, and, perhaps, strained rela- 
tionships somewhat. Jacob felt the need 
of watching these turbulent young men 


(37:2). In none but Joseph did he have 
comfort. Him he also loved for Rachel's 
sake. The record of Joseph’s life shows 


him to be free from grosser sins and 
singularly fine in character. 

The four “patriarchs” stand out as 
examples of faith. In his early life, 
Joseph exhibits “the endurance of faith” 
and in his later years “the triumph of 
faith” (50:24, 25; Heb. 11:22). Abra- 
ham manifests “the obedience of faith”; 
Isaac “the meekness of faith” (26: 17-22; 
Titus 3:2); and in the strenuous fleshly 
years of Jacob is seen “the growth of 
faith” under the grace of God. Joseph 
is the fruition of Jacob’s years of train- 
ing and between them there is a deep fel- 
lowship. 

But this love and fellowship of Jacob 
with Joseph perpetuates that partiality 
which had disturbed his own home (29: 
30) and wrecked the home life of his 
father Isaac (25:28). It now brings 
years of suffering to all; suffering which 
God uses to complete his work with Ja- 
cob (42: 36; 43:14; 45:26 to 46:4; 48: 
16), to chasten and correct the sons (37: 
26, 27; 42:21, 22; 43: 18-20, 30-34; 50: 
15-21), and to work out through Joseph 
his designs for the nation (15:13, 14) 
and the world. 

Joseph’s life isin four distinct periods: 
(1) In his father’s house (37: 2-36); 
(2) in Potiphar’s house (39: 1-19); (3) 
in the prison (30: 20 to 40:1-23); (4) 
as ruler over Egypt (41:1 to 50:26). 
Three of these periods constitute the les- 
son. Consider the relationships in each 
period, especially that with God. Note 
the distinctive and marked qualities 
shown under the circumstances of each 
period; the possession of these qualities 
must be traced to God. Search out the 
way he appears as a type of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 








786 é 


Joseph in his father’s house: What 
was the relationship between Jéseph and 
Jacob? How was it manifested? (vs. 2, 
3, 13, 14.) Was Jacob wise in his ac- 
tions? For what three things did his 
brothers hate Joseph? (vs. 2, 4, 8.) Note 
how the hatred grew. How did they 
manifest their hatred? What other at- 
titude toward him developed? (v. 11.) 
What did the envy lead to? (vs. 19, 20.) 
What part did Reuben take?-(vs. 21, 22, 
20, 30.) What was Judah’s part? (vs. 
26, 27.) Did Jacob believe the tale they 
told? (v. 35; 42:36.) Did Joseph act 
wisely in bearing tales? In telling his 
dreams? Who gave him the dreams and 
for what purposes? (40:8; 41:16.) How 
did Jacob regard the dreams? (v. 11.) 
Did ‘the dreams come true? (42:6; 43: 
26; 44:14; 50:18.) In what ways, in 
this period, can Joseph be seen as a type 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? (See Scofield 
Reference Bible note of v. 2.) 


Joseph in Potiphar’s house: Rotherham 
translates (39:1), “Potiphar, courtier of 
Pharaoh, chief of the royal executioners, 
an Egyptian.” There are evidences that 
the prison (39: 20) was attached to Pot- 
iphar’s house (40:13). Being an Egyp- 
tian, Potiphar was not racially connected 
with the “Hyksos” kings; note other ‘ref- 
erences to this distinction (43:32; 45: 
2). What attitude did the rd take 
towards Joseph? How was this mani- 
fested? (39: 2.) With what effect on 
Potiphar? (vs. 3, 4.) How did the Lord 
reward Potiphar? (v. 5.) What position, 
finally, did Joseph have in his master’s 
house? (vs. 6, 8, 9) What were his 
physical attractions? (v. 6, compare 29: 
17, where the same words are used.) 
What was it that held Joseph back from 
sin? (v. 9, comp. Psa. 51:4.) How long 
did the temptation last? (v. 10.) State 
the qualities that Joseph displayed in his 
master’s house. In what way might he 
appear as a type of Christ? 


Joseph in the prison: How was Jo- 
-— treated. when first put in prison? 
(Psa. 105:17-19.) Why did the Lord 
permit this? (Psa.:105:19.) How did 
the Lord continue to treat Joseph? (39: 
21.) How did the results compare with 
his former experience? (vs. 22, 23.) Who 
was put in the prison with Joseph? (40: 
1-3.) What was his relation to them? 
(v. 4.) 
Joseph do and why? (comp. v. 8 with 
37:5, 9.) What request did Joseph 
make? (vs. 14, 15.) With what result 
(v. 23; 41:9-13), and when (41:1)? 
What effect would the long delay have 
on Joseph? Summariz the qualities 
that Joseph displayed in prison. How 
does he seem to be a type of Christ dur- 
ing this period? 

The key verse of the lesson seems to 
be Genesis 39: 21, for these reasons: (1) 
It marks the lowest ebb of Joseph's for- 


tunes referring as it does to the time | 


when, in chains, he was first cast into 
— It was bad enough to be a slave; 
ut in prison, and on such a charge 
would be in the worst possible condition. 
(2) From this low condition his for- 
tunes constantly improved until he was 


ruler of the gréatest kingdom of the} 


world and reunited with his family. (3) 
But chiefly is presents the Lord himself, 
and shows him as equal to any condition 
even the most extreme and as the author 
of all prosperity (Psa. 113:7, 8). Three 
phrases are the key to the situation: “But 
the Lord was with,” “shewed: him mercy,” 
and “gave him favor.” Satan was, doubt- 
less, the source of much of Joseph’s 
trouble, but the Lord uses it all for his 
good purposes. “God moves in a mys- 
terious way his wonders to perform.” 


Other Scriptures 


In Genesis 49: 22-26 appears the bless- 
ing of Joseph by his father Jacob. In 
Deuteronomy 33:13-17 is the blessing of 
Moses on the two tribes descended from 
Joseph. There is a marked similarity 
between these two blessings which should 
be searched out. In both cases the ex- 
pression “the head of him that was sep- 
arated from his brethren” is used. The 
best parts of Palestine were allotted to 
the two tribes of Ephraim and Manas- 
seh, and they assumed the leadership of 
the people, although ‘it was contested by 
Judah. At the division of the kingdom 
the Northern Kingdom came under the 


What occurred and what did!h 
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| leadership of Ephrairn and is called by 


1 


his name (Isa. 7:1, 2). 
Reference Literature 

Consult such articles as Dothan, Egypt, 
Potiphar, Hebrew, Joseph, Nile, in “A 
Dictionary of the Bible,” by John D. 
Davis, D.D. (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4) ; “Genesis,” by W. H. Grif- 
fith Thomas, D.D. (Westminster Press, 
Chicago, 3 vols., $1.50 each); “Notes on 
Genesis,” by C. H. M. (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York, $1); “The Gospel in Gen- 
esis,” by Eleanor M. Boyd (The Book 
Stall, New York, 75 cts.). 
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For Teachers of Children 
‘ By Kate Tarlton 


ACOB had twelve boys. The older 
ones worked for their father in the 
| grain-fields or cared for the flocks 
and herds. Benjamin was the baby boy, 
| just six or seven years old. Joseph was 
| about seventeen, and his father loved him 
best of all his sons. Joseph was a good 
boy and loved his father and obeyed him, 
so Jacob grw to depend upon him. He 
told him how the Lord had brought him 
into the land of Canaan. He also told 
him of his dreams where God spoke to 
him and gave him the wonderful promise 
that his family should be a blessing to 
the whole world. All of these things led 
Joseph to believe in the Lord and to love 
and trust him. Joseph lived as nearly 
perfect as any man in the Bible. 

The ten older brothers were rather 
wild and untruthful. They did not seem 
to care much for their father or their 
home: 

One day Jacob gave Joseph a present. 
It was a beautiful long white coat with 
bands of many colors; it had long 
sleeves, and reached almost to the 
| ground. That kind of a coat was worn 
| only by people of high office, and they 
| did not have to work. The other boys 
had short coats that just reached the 
knees and had no sleeves. When they 
saw Joseph in his long coat they knew 
that their father intended to make Jo- 
| seph head of the family, and they hated 








im. 

Tell the story of the dreams of the 
sheaves and of the sun, moon, and stars. 
They had no Bible then, and God often 
| Spoke to men in dreams. When Joseph 
told these dreams his brothers hated him 
more, 

There was not enough grass around 
home, so the ten‘ older brothers led the 
flocks over to Shechem to feed them, 

| Jacob. told Joseph to go over to ‘see 
| the boys, carry some things to them, and 
|nd out how they were getting along. 
Joseph quickly obeyed his father: and 
{set out to find his brothers. They had 
| moved to another place, but Joseph in- 
| quired about them and went on till he 
found them. 

When they saw him coming afar off, 
they knew him because of his coat of 
many colors. 

They were so wicked they decided to 
kill him and not have him to rule over 
them. Then their next thought was 
what. they should tell their father. One 
sin led to another. Tell in detail verses 
20 to 35. 

Envy is sin. Read James 3:16. If 
God’s love had been in the hearts of 
these brothers they would not have been 
envious. 

Close the lesson with Joseph in prison, 
and read Genesis 39:2, 3, 21, 23 to the 
class. 

Because Joseph honored God in every- 
a God favored him and cared for 

im 





Joseph was like Jesus Christ in many 
ways. He was his father’s beloved son, 
he obeyed his father perfectly, and he 
was hated by his brethren. 

(Have the juniors find verses in their 
Bibles that show that God was with Jo- 
seph.) 

Memory Verses 

Beginners: Genesis 39:2 (first part). 

Primary: Genesis 39: 3. 

Junior: Genesis 39: 2, 3, 21,23 

Fort WortH, TEX. 
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Jack’s Secret 
By Hilda Richmond 


“ATOW for a little 

said Richard Henderson as the 
automobile with a chug and a snort 
started down the street. “With Jack off 
for two whole weeks we can get ready 
for our camping trip with some comfort. 
Honestly, Mother, that youngster is get- 
ting to be awful! I don’t mind having 
him with me once in a while, but this 
continual tormenting to go everywhere 
I go gets on a fellow’s nerves.” 

“He’s only a little fellow,” said Mrs. 
Henderson gently. 

“He’s past thirteen, though in some 
things he acts like a spoiled baby,” said 
Richard. “If anything happens to delay 
us until after he gets back you know 
what will happen.” 

And something did delay them, for 
Ralph Foster had a spell of indigestion 
and they had to wait until he recovered. 
Richard was plainly nervous, for every 
time he and his friends did anything in 
the way of recreation Jack acted as if 
he ought to be included in the party. He 
was big enough to take care of himself, 
he argued, and it would really cost next 
to nothing to take him, for he was small 
and wiry, but the college youths thought 
differently. They knew that Jack would 
have to be looked after constantly, and 
that he was no match for them in 
strength and endurance in camp discom- 
forts. 

But, much to their surprise and de- 
light,. Jack came home and never hinted 
that he wished to go with them. To be 
sure he hung around as the food was 
packed and blankets and camp kits pre- 
pared, but he made no fuss as on former 
occasions. He even offered to loan his 
pet Boy Scout axe and some of his fish- 
ing tackle; but of teasing he did not con- 
tribute his usual quota. 

“Jack must be sick,” said Richard over 
and over. “I declare I can’t make him 
out. He behaves like an angel.” 

“Jack’s growing up,” said his mother 
proudly. “I always told you, Richard, 
that if you had patience he’d get over 
those ways. I can see that he is much 
more manly and dependable since he 
came home from his visit.” 

Even when the merry party set out 
Jack looked on apparently unmoved, and 
with a wave of rather a dirty hand and 
a “So long! . Have a good time!” the 
hour of departure passed: without any of 
the commotion former camping trips had 
called forth. 

But when late in the fall there was 
a week’s vacation quite unexpectedly, an 
Richard Henderson came home for’a lit- 
tle visit he heard some interesting news 
from Aunt Fanny Pearce, who was vis- 
iting the family. It was at Aunt Fanny’s 
house that Jack had visited: the previous 
summer, and if Jack had reached home 
before Richard that afternoon it is quite 
likely a certain carefully guarded secret 
would have remained locked in his breast. 
As it was he reached the family. living- 
room in time to hear his name men- 
tioned. 

“I was just telling Dick how your 
vacation was spoiled last summer, Jack,” 
said Aunt Fanny, shaking hands with 
her nephew instead of kissing him as in 
more youthful days. “That spoiled lit- 
tle Herbert Nelson tagged Jack and Joe 
every single place they went. They actu- 
ally had to sneak off and leave him, 
Julia,” she said, turning to her sister. “He 
couldn't keep up with them on their 
hikes, and he cried to go home when 
they went fishing— well, I really felt 
like telling his mother that he was ruin- 
ing. Jack’s visit.” 

Richard rubbed his chin reflectively. 
“Um—I see. The secret is out!” he 
said with a wide grin. “Now let me 
tell you something, Jackie! Since you've 
learned your lesson so thoroughly and 
given usa little peace, I'll. take you 
camping for two weeks next summer 


ce and quiet!” 
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and let you take three other boys along, 
for now I know that you would not only 
have a good time doing safe things suited 
to your tender-years, but you’d let the 
rest of us enjoy ourselves. Ain't it the 
truth?” he concluded, dropping into 
Jack's 

“Hurrah!” cried Jack without heeding 
the question. “It will be Billy and Tom 
and Curtis, and we’ll show you we've got 
sense. Honest, we will!” 


KeEnToN, OHIO0. 
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December 3 — 
iew: Christ for the World 


Did you just ~ 
tell a friend 
about it, or 


did you start some one to reading 
The Sunday School Times by some 
other method? 


How did you do it? 


That’s a question of keen interest 
to the Publisher, for the how of getting 
folks interested to subscnbe is one of 
his most engrossing studies. 


What is it that has led some of the 
folks you know to take The Sunday 
School Times,— your testimony, a 
specimen copy, a certain department 
in the paper, a-word from pastor or 
superintendent ? 


Or perhaps a criticism of the paper ? 
Yes, that will gain a subscriber some- 
times! One man who had read an 
attack on the Bible-believing conserv- 
atism of The Sunday School Times 
told what he had read, sent in his 
subscription, and said, ‘‘If tha?’ s the 
kind of paper it is, I want it.’’ 


So you'see. there’ are varied -rea- 
sons why folks are moved to take the 
paper. 233 
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Fhe Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





January 6. Do Better Still. 
(Consecration meeting.) 
January 13. In His Steps. I. How and When 

Jesus Prayed. John 17 : 1-26. 

January 20. Gospel Triumphs in Japan. Acts 
10 : 34-48. 

January 27. How Can Christian Endeavor 
Help Our Church and Denomination? 2 
Cor.. 1:411;° Heb. io : 23-25. (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 


Phil. 3 : 12-14. 





Sunday, December 30 


Wishes for the New Year 
(Phil. 3 : 12-16) 





Mon.—Health wishes (3 John 1-14). 

Tues.—Prosperity (1 ron. .4: 10). 

Wed.—To know God (Col. 1: 9, 10). 

Thurs.—To be transformed (2 Cor. 3: 
17, 18). 

Fri.—More tolerance (Rom. 14: 1-19). 

Sat.—Better service (Mark 10: 42-45). 











What wish for the new year is uppermost 
in your mind? 

What would you desire Christ should do 
for you this year? 

What is your wish for service? 


HERE is something solemn about the 

passage from one year into another. 
It is a time when we look -back at the 
old year’s failures, and resolve to do bet- 
ter in the ceming twelve months. A great 
deal of fun has been poked at “making 
resolutions,” and ‘rightly ‘so, if: all that we 
resolve is to’be accomplished.in our own 
Strength. But as the Spirit surveys the 
past, and contemplates the future, it can- 
not but ‘resolve, if: it be honest. with it- 


‘And. then, .tdo, iia help ‘to’ know'| self, to take advantage of the present 


just what blessings ‘have -been: passed : 
along to others ‘through the ‘paper. | 
Have you heard of any? Has any 
one mentioned to you a definite way 
in which the Times has been a bless- 
ing? Will you say so? 


Because if the Editors can know 
what has been of particular help to 
the ‘readers, plans for the paper can 
be made with greater regard to more 
material of this kind. 


So will you let the Publisher know : 


1. How I secured subscribers to 
The Sunday School Times. 


2. How The Sunday School Times 
has been of. special use to some 
subscribers whom I know—to my- 
self or others. 


In recognition of your help in this, 
it will be a pleasure to send you, with 
our compliments, a copy of a very 
useful little book, “‘How We Won 
and Held a Large Attendance,’’ con- 
taining five of the best articles on 
this subject selected from twenty-six 
offered to the Times in a prize com- 
petition. Will you write vezy soon ? 
Thank you ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL T1mEs COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - Philadelphia 


——e 


By the way, have you a copy of 
The Sunday School Times catalog of 
book publications ?. What the Times 
is as a periodical, these books are as 
books. A postal-card request will 
bring you a copy of one of the most 
valuable catalogs of needed books that 


. foment in‘ which“te instre the coming 
days against the perils of: yesterday. And 
the only-way: to do that is to-ask the pro- 
tection and aid of God in. Christ. 
we 
If you have never accepted Christ. as 
your personal Redeemer from ‘sin, do it 


| before the old -year has’ slipped away. 


Then yoii can face the few year and all 
the years unafraid and glad.. Next year 
may be too late. Time moves on, but 
life ceases. Do not trifle with the offer 
and love of God. 


If you are a Christian and have been 
-held in the bondage of secret sin, face 
the sin and put it under the Saviour’s 
blood forever. Do not play with sin, or 
sin will play with you. 

ye 


Commit the year into the Saviour’s 
keeping, with all that it may bring. Re- 
solve to live a daily life of faith, a hfe 
of every-moment reception of the grace 
of God. Not “every-moment” in the 
sense of being precarious, but ‘in the 
sense of being continuous! 


ye 
“O do not pray for easy lives! 


Pray 
to be stronger men! Do not pray for 
tasks equal to your powers. Pray for 
powers equal to your tasks! Then the 


doing of your work shall be no miracle. 
But you shall be a miracle. Every day 
you shall wonder at yourself, at the rich- 
néss of life which has come in you by 
the grace of God.”—Phillips Brooks. 


Is the Lord still to be kept waiting at your 
heart’s door through 1924? 

Cam you name a better time to choose 
God’s way for your life than now? 

Last year a failure? Has Christ had his 
whole way in your life? If he has, the year 
has not been a failure, though the enemy of 
your soul may try to make you think so. 
If Christ has not had you completely, what 
are yous as an honest Christian, going to 
do about it? 


Princeton, N. J. 
ee 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A cateloaue 





you have ever seen. 


sent on request. 
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NOTE 





By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
Golden Anniversary Volume 





and popularity. 


For half a century this Sunday School Commentary has been 
the constant helper of millions of Sunday School teachers, and 
the 1924 volume finds itself at the very pinnacle of its usefulness 

elivered 


Price $1.90 net, $2.00 d 


PELOUBET’S QUARTERLIES 





easily remembered. 


Improved Uniform Graded Lessons 


The Peloubet Series of Sunday School Quarterlies are used the world 
around, because they place before the scholar the salient points of the 
Scripture texts in such a manner that they are quickly comprehended and 


TEACHERS’ QUARTERLIES 





ful materia 


We also pe a Series of Teachers’ Quarterlies which contain help- 


for the teacher to use in preparing the lesson and which have 
become very popular during the past years. 


We should be glad to send free samples and catalogs 
giving full detail to all intending purchasers 


WILDE’S BIBLE PICTURE SET 





and see results. 
sons of 1924—90 cents, 


For the Sunday School Class 


The use of inexpensive pictures never was as great as today. Through 
the eye, attention and interest are created. . Send for our list of Biblical 
subjects, which is the largest and most*complete published. .Try them 
60 pictures in portfolio illustrating the Uniform Les- 


Send for Niustrated Catalog of Over 800 Subjects. 





120 BOYLSTON 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


STREET, BOSTON 








their helpfulness as good books. 


Christmas Joys the Year "Round 


There are few things so lasting in their impression and so permanent in 
88 a The Sunday School Times offers the 
following publications that should be particularly interesting at this time 
both as gifts to friends and for, your own use. 





To read the Bible—and understand 


_ The little booklet, ““Once a Year,” by 
J. H. Smeeton (20 cents, $2 a dozen), 
giving a logical heading for each day’s 
reading and carrying one through the 
Bible in exactly a year, will provide, a 
good working basis. To get a clear 
view of each Bible book as a whole, with 
notation of most precious passages, you 
should commence each new k with the 
"corresponding chapter in “Your Study 
Bible,”” by J. W. Weddell ($1.25), with 
its clear analytical outlines. Dean Gray’s 
concise, practical “Christian Workers’ 
Commentary” ($3) will further explain 
passages as you read. For more concen- 
trated study, Dr. Griffith Thomas’ new 
book, “The Apostle John” ($1.75) with 
its comprehensive studies in John’s life, 
the Gospels, the Epistles, and the Reve- 
lation, is recommended. 


Devotional and inspiring 


Dr. Charles Ernest Scott’s vivid narra- 
tives in. “Answered Prayer in China” 
($1.50) will be a challenge and an en- 
couragement to every Christian. “Out 
of the Desert, a Gift,” by Dr. Alexan- 
der Smellie ($1.50), will prove equally 
stimulating, Mr. -Trumbull’s “What is 
the Gospel?” (75 cts.) gives the essen- 
tials of the Salvation message so that 
every one may understand, and “The 
Victorious Christ” ($1.25) contains the 
deeply spiritual addresses that were de- 
livered at the 1922 conferences. 





Of interest to parents and teachers 


Mr. Howard's “Father and Son” ($1) 
has helped many a father, and is an ileal 
book for a wife to present to her hus- 
band. His “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools” (75 cents), and the prize con- 
test book, “Preparing and Teaching the 
Lesson” ($1), are the latest books for 
teachers, while Sankey’s “My Life and 
the Story of the Gospel Hymns” ($2), 
a handsome large volume, remains a 
favorite as the years go by. 


And for the Young People— 


there are good books aplenty. “The 
Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’”” (90 
cents) .for. the kiddies, Talks’’ 
($1.50) and “Say, Fellows’”’ ($1.25) for 
boys from eight to twelve; “Pearl’s 
Secret,” by Mrs. F. Howard Taylor (75 
cents), for girls, and Mrs. Slosson’s “A 
Little Shepherd of Bethlehem” (75 
cents), and Scoville’s beautiful “Out of 
Doors Club” ($1.50), for either of them. 
Mrs. Westervelt’s “Lure of the Leopard 
Skin” ($1.50), and her latest book, 
“Dragon’s End” ($1.25), with the scene 
laid in the bandit-ridden sections of 
China, will be most interesting to the 
older young people. 


A book for every member of the family— 
the gift most appreciated 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, i031 Walnut Street, Phiiadelphia 





China has awakened. She 
seeks a sure foundation on 
which to build her new spirit- 


ual aspirations. She has turned 
to the Bible. 


4’ In 25 languages and in the new 
} phonetic script the scriptures 
are available. Over 2,362,000 
volumes were distributed here 
in one year by the American 
Bible Society. 


By the annuity plan you can help 

generously without hardship because 
‘ou receive an income for life on your 

Resevelons gift. Write for 














large or too -* 





METAL ARTS CO., Inc. 7782, South Ave., Rochester, N.Y 


CARRY IT ALWAYS WITH YOU! 
DR. R. A. TORREY’S 


Gist of the Lesson 


Original ‘‘Gist’’ Features 











Int’! Lesson Text in Full; Em- 
phasized Words and Phrases in 
Black Face Type; Condensation 


of Thought; Changes in Revised 
Version Noted; Dates Given as 
Accepted; Exposition of kessdn; 
Prayer Meeting Topics, etc., etc. 

Flexible Binding.35c postpaid 
F- HIREVELL CO., 158 Filth Ave., NewYork;17 N. Wabash Ave.,Chicago 








PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ill. 


STUDENT BIBLE FREE 


Make yourself the best Christmas gift you 
ever received. Given to all students enroll- 














ing in Systematic Bible Study. The Bible 


Study that is different. Please address 
BIBLE STUDENTS’ LEAGUE 
Dept. 78, Claremont, Cal. 








FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING 








THE ILLUSTRATOR #227 | ONLY 

is a monthly lesson magazine that $1] .00 

makes teaching easy. m4 = ae —- 
t g each lesson a 

the cost of ry postage stamp! for 52 Lessons 











Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance.says: ‘ There is 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy /ree. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Pur E. Howarp 





A book of comfort and 
encouragement. For the 
afflicted, the discour- 
aged, the perplexed— 
and—in these days of 
stress—for everybody. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoon 
‘umes COMPANY 


r03x Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 





$1.25, postpaid 


| League Office in Chicago. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





| For Family Worship | 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

bs bey the International Uniform Sunday 

Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 





tet ati ns eee 
8 ance an ng o ie guc.— 
Esltior of The Sundog! Scheel Tine 


\ Daily Systematic Bible 
Readings for 1924 
‘\NE of the most deservedly popular 


consecutive Bible reading plans 
known to the writer is “Once a Year,” 


so the natural world recognizes not its 
Maker. Except for the imparted grace 
of God, the world’s utter hopelessness 
would be complete. The light shineth, 
yet the darkness besets, and man must 
choose. Prayer has aided many a choice 
Godward. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
personal evangelism efforts, all revival 
meetings being planned for’ January, all 
evangelistic pastors and church officials. 
Pray for all college and seminary stu- 
dents home for the. holidays. Pray for 
the coming week of prayer. 
Fri.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 

The Last Command of Jesus. 

God spared not his only Son, but sent 
him forth as a missionary to a cruel, 
murderous world. Three years he la- 
bored, then laid down his life; but not in 
defeat. And from that day to this no 
God-sent missionary has ever labored or 
laid down his life in vain. Is He call- 
ing you? Go! “And lo” (v. 20). 





by J. H. Smeeton of Algiers, Africa. 
Many thousands of copies of this outline 
have been sent out from the Prayer 
But better 
still, it may now be obtained direct from 
The Sunday School Times Company at 
20 cents per copy, $2 per dozen, or $15 
per hundred. Pray that multitudes of 
Christians may adopt for this coming 
year some such systematic plan of daily 
readings covering the entire Bible. Also 

ray each day this week for next week’s 

atch Night meetings. | 





December 24 to 30 


Mon.—Gen. 17 : 1-8. . 
God’s Missionary Message to Abram. 

God's sovereignty, how clearly set 
forth! “I will make my covenant.” “I | 
will establish my~ covenant.” “Thou 
shalt keep my covenant.” 


| saved of your community. 
Abraham’s | ¢vangelize the non-Christian homes of 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
world’s thought may be turned more and 
morc Godward during these closing days 
of .1923. Pray for President Coolidge, 
and for all state and national officers. 
Pray for every nation. Pray for all 
Christian homes. Pray for the School 
Pag Gospel League. 

Sat.—Acts 13: 1-15. , 
Missions in the Early Church. 

It is never safe in spiritual things to 
administer a rebuke except under the in- 
spiration and authority of the Holy 
| Spirit, as Paul administered it (vs. 9-11). 
The same words spoken in the flesh 
would have been barren of spiritual re- 
sults. In the former case love was the 
motive; in the latter, it would have been 
| condemnatiqn. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Pray for the un- 
(Why not 


consent was not asked. God has a way | Yo“r neighborhood by putting an illus- 


of working out his sovereign purposes, 
even through the free will of man, reach- 
ing ultimately the entire race. 

PRAYER SvucGcestions: Pray for all 
men, each continent and country, each 
race and condition of mankind, Pray 
for all missionary movements, societies, 
papers, schools, workers, and volunteers. 
Remember these “tens days of prayer”; 
also the coming Watch Night meetings, 
and all Christmas exercises. 

Tues.—Isaiah 62 : 1-12. 
God’s Missionary Message to Israel. 

God’s final purpose is revealed (v. 7); 
and yet he commands persevering prayer. 





to “make Jerusalem a praise in the earth” 
anyhow? But he isn’t anyhow; he has 
ordained that it shall come to pass in 
answer to unceasing prayer. The same 


severing prayer is a part of God’s com- 
manded program fer the achieving of 
foreordained results. (A Christmas les- 
son which should never be forgotten.) 

Prayer Suacestions: Let this be a 
day of praise for the gift of God’s Son, 
“the divine best to the human worst.” 
Pray for all your friends and loved ones 
far -and near. Pray for the sick and 
lonely and neglected, especially of your 
own neighborhood. (There should be no 
neglected ones.) 

Wed.—Micah 4: 1-7. 
- The Prophet’s Missionary Vision. 

What a day to look forward to! 
“None shall make them afraid” (v. 4). 
To-day there is turmoil and foreboding 
and fear on every hand. What twenty- 
four hours may bring forth none can 
tell. Man’s rule is uncertain. Christ’s 
rule will be supreme (v. 1), uftiversal (v. 
2), peaceful (vs. 3 to 5), restorative 
(vs. 6 and 7). 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for to- 
night’s prayer-meetings, and for next 
Monday's Watch Night services. Pray 
for all holiday religious gatherings and 
conferences. Pray for the Midwinter 
Victorious Life Conferences. Pray for 
the. Student Volunteer Movement. 
Thurs.—John 1 : 1-14. 

The Word of God Made Flesh. 


Just as thé watch is the workmanship 








of the watchmaker, yet recognizes it not, 


But why keep praying if God is going.| 


is still true as applied to our lives. Per 


trated Scripture calendar in each one?) 
Pray for all the homes of. our great 
Sunday School Times family, and for 
the paper itself. 

Sun.—Titus 2:11-14, Salvation for All Men. 

Not the salvation of all men, ‘as the 
Universalists (and some others) teach, 
but for all men,.as God’s Word teaches, 
Yet. many reject what God offers as a 
free gift, and think to climb up some 
other way. Why? Because God’s way 
involves self-renunciation; and self be- 
ing a god unto itself refuses to be set 
aside. 

PrayER Succestions: Is there still re- 
maining any “shore-line” in your life? 
Cut every shore-line and “launch out into 
the deep.” With his Son~God freely 
gives you all things. With yourself 
freely give him all things. Praise’ God 
or the year that is now fast drawing io 
a close, but pray that in the year ahead, 
beginning to-day, you may spend and be 
spent for God and for souls as never 
before - 








(Lesson for Dec. 30). DEC. 15, 1923 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


FOR 1924 
ISTHE BEST VALUE |()ply 
OFFERED TO-DAY 
Its high spiritual tone has en- ec 
deared this popular handbook 
to thousands of readers. Its [pestp'd$1.00 


er: its aptness of expo- 
sition and suggestiveness are well known. 


~ 


ORDER A COPY NOW 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


158 Fifth Ave., New York. 17 .N. Wabash Ave., Chicage 
—_____—_— 
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From Norway's Seas 

‘SCOTT’S EMULSION 
The Strength-maker. 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J. _ 23-90 
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TROCHE 
COUGH aro VOICE LOZENGES 
IN 3 SIZE PACKACES 
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Let Cuticura Be 
Your Doctor 


everywhere. F 
Bee On rent a lSarctacion Dept V Malden, Mass, 











BE A TRAINED NURSE.—Enjoy freedom, and 
steady income. Graduates earn $35.00 to $45 weekly, 
Home study course. Diploma issued. School esta 
lished 22 years. We furntsh hospital experience. No 
drudgery. Learn Senuce Easy terms. Write for 
FREE catalog TODAY. 


American Training School for Nurses, 1551 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, B 
adverti mts, please 
When answe ve some — DP 























Sunday School 





If the Expense 


Question were settled 
would you “ke to attend the World’s 


gow, June 18-26, 1924? 


Let us tell you of a plan that 4as set- 
tled that question for others upon 
other similar occasions. 
postal for “the Glasgow plan.” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 


mention The Schoo 


Convention in Glas- 


Just ask ona 
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